Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Home Schooling
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Please state the total number of children home schooled (for part or all of the year) in your council area in each of the following school years: 
a) 2009-10 b) 2010-11, c) 2011-12, d) 2012-13, e) 2013-14 and f) 2014-15

2. For each year above, please provide all statistical information held relating to the home schooled children (such as a breakdown of age, gender, ethnicity, religion, SEN status, the reason for home schooling, and any other category recorded.)

Answer:

Please see the attached table: 2015 07 10 Langton 8163 statistics

We have withheld data where the number is less than 5 (marked as ‘S’), as there is a potential for an individual being identified.  For that reason this information is withheld under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000.
3. Please send a copy of your policy on how you assess the quality of home education and how often an assessment is made.
Please see the policy attached: 
2015 07 10 Langton 8163 EHE_Policy_version9_FINAL_2603151

The suitability of home education provision is considered as soon as possible after a referral is received by the EHE Adviser.  This person is appropriately qualified and experienced as a teacher.  Some visits may be followed by a further visit after an agreed period of time to enable a parent to bring further evidence that the provision is suitable.  Where possible, once suitability is confirmed by the EHE Adviser, an annual visit or assessment occurs thereafter, to consider whether the provision remains suitable to the changed age and aptitude of the child.

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
City Barrister & Head of Standards
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
