Freedom of Information Act 2000 – sexual incidents in schools
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under Freedom of Information Laws, I would like to find out details of incidents of reported sexual harassment and assaults involving children in maintained schools.
 
Since September 1, 2013 (to the date of this request), I would like to know the recorded numbers and available details of every incident of a child being involved in sexual harassment/assault /act in a school.
 
It is important the notes DO NOT contain the name of the people involved, or the name of the school involved. Providing either of these details might risk identifying someone potentially involved in criminal behaviour, or a victim of sexual offences.
 
However, it is crucial that the age and sex of the children involved are disclosed, along with any other details relating to the outcome of any disciplinary process which may have followed (for example suspension). Where applicable, please state if the case was treated as a child protection issue, with any of the children involved being deemed "at risk" or referred to children's services.
 

Providing these details will not lead to the identification of the child.

Incidents could include children being sexually bullied/harassed via online means (phones/computers). Assaults may be perpetrated by a young person on another, or by an adult (such as a member of staff).

 
This request is being sent to 150 local authorities with the view of examining the prevalence of sexual harassment/assaults in schools, nationally.
 
It may be that the council has no record of any incidents of this nature. Likewise, the council might not be responsible for running schools or social services in its area. In which case, please state this is the case and return the request.
Please find the information held by Leicester City Council attached. Risk assessments and the decision to refer incidents to Social Care and Safeguarding or other related professionals is taken by the school involved. Leicester City Council does not hold this qualitative information; therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held. 

Please contact individual schools directly. The link below will take you to a list of schools within the Authority: 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-services/education-lifelong-learning/about-schools/schools-directory/schools-directory/ School ward, head teacher, telephone, e mail etc. is available by clicking on the link for each school. 

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
City Barrister & Head of Standards
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
