Freedom of Information Act 2000  

Environmental Information Regulations 2004
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide me, using this e-mail address, with the following information for the land known as Western Park Golf Course near Glenfield. 

- any Tree Preservation Orders
There are no Tree Preservation Orders on this site.

- any SSIs
The site is not designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.
- any other protected areas of vegetation, wooded areas, flora or fauna 
- any other report relating to the environmental condition of the golf course  

In response to various questions and concerns raised during the Golf Course consultation in 2014 we published a ‘questions and answers’ on our website.  As this states the Council is aware that the Golf Courses are home to various groups of wildlife as might be expected in an area of land this size, and this includes great crested newts at Western Golf Course. This also confirms that we will look to protect the natural habitat in accordance with the Council’s environmental policy and any other legislation on protected species. Great crested newt surveys were completed in 2012 and 2014 re: the monitoring of ponds (surveys provided) and the site is designated due to the presence of great crested newts.  Details of the specific locations of ponds where evidence of great crested newts has been found have been redacted to protect the species or their habitat from un-planned potential disturbance or persecution.   This cannot be permitted without an appropriate licence and agreed mitigation measures granted by Natural England.   This information is exempt from release under regulation 12 (5) (g) – Protection of the environment. 
The site is also designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) with mesotrophic grassland (approximately 37 ha), semi-natural woodland (4ha), ditches (approximately 2km) and 7 ponds.  Local Wildlife Site schedule provided. The site is also designated as a Green Wedge and more information on this can be found the 2014 Core Strategy and 2006 Local Plan.  
Junior officers names are exempt from release in the attached reports and have been redacted since we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000. 
- any exploratory or regular monitoring of water, land or air within or in the vicinity (within 100 metres) of the gold course

There is no monitoring of air or water quality within or in the vicinity of the Golf Course.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
First Floor 16 New Walk 
LEICESTER LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.ico.org.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
