Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
The total European Structural and Investment Fund allocation to the Local Enterprise Partnership

Proposed allocation and current spend of the European Structural and Investment Fund by proposed project/strategic investment area.
ANSWER:  

The indicative total European Structural & Investment Fund allocation for the Leicester & Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership area is £111m. However, this amount will fluctuate due to i) it being in £’s rather than €’s and ii) the intervention rate will fluctuate over the lifetime of the programme 2014 - 20. 

The £111m is allocated as follows:

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) - £54m. This is broken down as follows:

Thematic Objective 1: Innovation - £10m

Thematic Objective 2: ICT - £4m

Thematic Objective 3: SME Competitiveness - £25m

Thematic Objective 4: Low Carbon - £15m

European Social Fund (ESF) - £54m, broken down as follows:

Thematic Objective 8: Unemployment - £22m

Thematic Objective 9: Social Inclusion - £11m

Thematic Objective 10: Skills development - £21m

European Agricultural & Rural Development Fund (EAFRD) - £3m. This is broken down as follows:

Thematic Objective 3: SME Competitiveness - £3m

Please note that the priorities (TO’s) are set by UK Government / European Commission and not the Local Enterprise Partnerships. Neither do we “manage” the funds. Instead, these are indicative-only and managed by the following UK Government Departments, known as the “Managing Authorities”:

ERDF - Department of Communities & Local Government

ESF - Department for Work & Pensions

EAFRD - Department for the Environment & Rural Affairs (EAFRD). 

No spend has been achieved to date by any of the Local Enterprise Partnerships as none of the funding has yet been allocated by the Managing Authorities. ERDF and EAFRD have only recently been launched, allowing Calls for Activities to be made. However, the UK’s Operational Programme for ESF has yet to be adopted by the European Commission.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance 

Leicester City Council
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

