Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am seeking information about cremation and am hoping you can provide the following information:

All questions relate to the following 6 categories:

a. Adult
b. Child

c. Neonate

d. Stillbirth

e. Non-viable fetus 

f. Pregnancy loss under 16 weeks gestation for communal cremation 

1. What happens should you become aware there was either no consent or incorrect consent after the cremation has taken place in each of these categories? 
ANSWER:  
It is not possible to cremate without consent as this would be unlawful.
Categories A-D are covered by the Cremation Regulations 2008. This requires all applicants to have first registered the death, completed and signed a Statutory Application form (consent) and for a medical referee to authorise the cremation (consent). The crematorium would be unable to cremate without all these matters being addressed first. An offence will have been committed by anyone making false declarations on any of the forms which could result in prosecution and imprisonment if found guilty.

Categories E & F are both classed as Non-Viable Fetus and are not covered by the Cremation Regulations 2008 as no death has been recorded. Consent for these are given by the applicant completing and signing an application to cremate. Category F cremations are arranged by the NHS and staff from the NHS act as the applicant in these circumstances. NHS staff would first obtain consent from the mother for them to arrange a funeral.
2. Are you aware of any cremations that have taken place without consent for any of the 6 categories listed at any time since 01.01.2005 to the current date and if yes how many in each category? 
No

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance 

Leicester City Council
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.

