Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Empty Properties 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1/ Please supply a full list of all properties that the Leicester City Council are ultimately responsible and liable for Council tax, details to include full postal address. Properties are to be itemised under the following categories either:
a/ Owned by the Council
b/ Leased to the Council
c/ Rented to the Council
The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

The Housing Division owns and manages approximately 22,000 domestic properties, and could become liable for the payment of Council tax on any of these, should they become vacant.  It would not be reasonable or practicable to provide you with a list of all these individual addresses.  
2/Please state which of these properties remain empty/or unoccupied and the Council still remains liable for the outstanding amount/payment of such Council Tax.
3/ Please state for each individual property to date how long have they remained empty/unoccupied.
Response to above questions 2 and 3 for Council houses:

Over the last two financial years, from April 2013 to March 2015, there were 331 properties for which the Housing Division became responsible to pay Council tax. The average length of time each property remained vacant was 90.5 days (note – this includes long term vacancies for structural works or modernisation).
Individual addresses of currently vacant properties will not be supplied for security reasons. Unoccupied properties are particularly vulnerable to crime, such as theft of gas boilers, copper piping, electrical fittings, etc.  Therefore this part of the letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 31 of the Act is being applied – law enforcement.
4/ Please state how much Council Tax in total has been paid for by the Council on all of the above properties whilst they remained empty/unoccupied.

The total amount of Council tax paid by the Housing Division in 2013/14 and 2014/15 financial years was £338,718
5/ Who is ultimately responsible at the Council for this deficit in revenues and cost to the either the public purse/people of Leicester.

The Director of Housing is responsible to the Council for the Housing Revenue Account, which must bear the cost of Council Tax liability on empty Council houses.  This account is ring-fenced by law, so the expenditure would fall on rent paying Council tenants only.
6/ What is the Council policy towards empty properties which remain in private ownership and remain empty/unoccupied, i.e. how long do they leave them before they are compulsory purchased.
When we receive notification that a property has been empty for 18 months or more, we will work with the owners to bring that property back into use. They will be offered advice, support and guidance about various options for the property.

In extreme cases where the owner chooses not to work with us, or an owner cannot be found, we will enforce a compulsory purchase order (CPO) as a last resort.

7/ What steps have the Council actively pursued in an attempt to remarket these properties onto the open market and thus reduce the liability/burden to the public purse.

Generally, once a CPO has been completed the property is sold by auction, with conditions to ensure it’s repair and occupation.
8/ In the past five years to date what properties have been sold to the private sector which were previously owned by the Leicester City Council?

No Council houses have been sold to the private sector in the last five years. The list below are private properties that have sold on under the Empty Homes strategy:

There were no sales between 2010  - 2011

Sold at auction between April 2012 - April 2015:
	Property Address
	Valuation
	Property Acquired by:
	Auction Date
	Sale Price
	Sale Completed

	107 Warwick Street LE3 5SF
	75,000
	Compulsory Purchase
	25/04/12
	72,000
	24/05/12

	21 Blakesley Walk LE4 0QN
	78,000
	Negotiated Purchase
	27/09/12
	70,000
	19/12/12

	64 Keightley Road LE3 9JL
	40,000
	Compulsory Purchase
	19/06/13
	43,000
	22/07/13

	40 Old Church Street LE2 8ND
	150,000
	Compulsory Purchase
	30/04/14
	148,000
	05/06/14

	65 Latimer Street LE3 0QF
	80,000
	Negotiated Purchase
	26/11/14
	91,000
	25/02/15

	28 Beckingham Road LE2 1HB
	110,000
	Negotiated Purchase
	29/04/15
	132,000
	10/06/15


The new owners have two years to bring their properties up to the Private Sector Empty Homes Standard
9/ Regarding the above properties what was the sale/achieved prices and where these sale prices commensurate with the full commercial market value i.e. were any of these properties sold/disposed of BELOW full market value.

Please see table at Q.8 above
10/ If any property in the past five years was disposed of below the full commercial properties please supply full details of any such properties so independent investigations may be carried out into these transactions.
Not applicable

11/ If a property is disposed of at less than full commercial market price who actually makes the decisions on allowing the sale of such and acting detrimentally to the public purse coffers.

All decisions for sale of property at less than best consideration are with the Executive to make.
12/ Are full minutes/meetings held in the council records as to who authorised such sales.
If such decisions were to be taken it would be issued onto the Council’s website as a formal decision notice.
13/ What steps do the council take to ensure that any such properties sold at a commercial loss and the persons responsible for authorising such sales are independently scrutinised to ensure that they have not financially benefited either directly /or indirectly to any family members or monies held on account.
None of these properties have been sold at less than best consideration.
Members and officers are required by law to declare their interests.  Failure to do so would by investigated by Internal Audit, or referred to the independent District Auditor, the Police or the Home Office if appropriate.
14/ If the council uses any independent body to oversee such sales please provide full contact details.
Not applicable

15/ Has the council been notified or brought to their attention or do they have any concerns on any of sales where properties have been sold at less than full market value and if so are inquiries carried out internally by own security investigation department or are these referred to an outside body to prevent collusion of any parties who may be involved internally.
There have been no such notification or concerns
16/ Please supply a fully itemised list of commercial properties that the council own/lease/rent. (This will be part of a further investigation after inquiries into the above have been concluded).

Please see the attached list
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
Legal Services
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 
Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
