FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Request:

A

If applicable 

In relation to the museums/galleries owned/funded/overseen by the council 

For the past two years up to date

1

What work has been carried out to “decolonise” collections: addressing colonial legacies, racism, and to make the museum more racially inclusive 

Leicester Museums and Galleries welcomes people of all heritages, ancestries, geographic origins, and backgrounds to the city's museum venues. 

We have been a recognised Museum of Sanctuary since 2021. 

Leicester Museum and Art Gallery hosted the temporary exhibition “Casta: The Origins of Caste”, from 16th September to  3rd December 2023. This exhibition, researched and created by Leicester Museum and Galleries’ independent  partners Opal 22, explored five then recently restored major artworks by Juan Rodriguez (b. 1675; d. 1728),  which are part of a larger set of artworks placing people into racial classification.  The exhibition invited visitors to delve into how we decode art and artefacts as they relate to global majority communities, and challenged visitors to confront the uncomfortable legacy of colonialism and racism while fostering introspection about personal biases. This exhibition tied strongly into a range of public activities for Black History month (October 2023) delivered by Opal 22.

We have recently (January 2025) started to change the language we use internally when referring to the preserved human remains of Ancient Egyptian people, in line with better practice in the Museums Sector. 

For example, what labelling has been added to contextualise potentially harmful narratives about slavery etc 
No such labelling has been added to permanent displays at any museum operated by Leicester City Council as part of our decolonisation work during the last 2 years. 

What has been removed from display?
No item has been removed from display at any museum operated by Leicester City Council as part of our decolonisation work during the last 2 years. 

Can you please provide any interval guidance/manuals provided to staff to assist them with this work

Our guiding principles and a copy of Leicester Museum and Galleries Vision and Strategy 2025 -2029 can be accessed publically online at 

About Leicester Museums & Galleries – Leicester Museums
Copies of the Vision and the museum' service's  Collections Development Policy 2025-2030 are attached. 

2

For the past two years up to date

What work has been carried out to make collections, events and education work to make it more inclusive for the LGBTQ+ community ?

Tours, new displays, new labels?

Leicester Museums and Galleries welcomes people of all sexualities and genders to the city's museum venues. 

Our collections and education work over the past two years has included consultation with LGBTQ+ people and organisations on the future redisplays of the art galleries at Leicester Museum and Art gallery, due to reopen in Summer 2026.  This has been supported by updating our collecting policy to include specific reference to the acquisition of artworks by LBGTQ+ artists  (see collection policy attached, section 4.10.1.). 

The Museum engagement team regularly attends festivals and events run by LGBTQ+ people and organisations, including the annual Leicester Pride, as part of their role to engage everyone with the city's museum collections and heritage. 

Can you please provide any interval guidance/manuals provided to staff to assist them with this work
Please see the attached documents.


3

Could you please provide details of formal approaches for the return of cultural artefacts, and for all requests for the repatriation of cultural artefacts 

For example, for the return of Aboriginal material  

Can you break this down by the date of the first approach, with details of the objects in question, the parties requesting them, and the status of discussions/negotiations at present

There have been no formal or informal approaches to Leicester Museums and Galleries (or Leicester City Council) for the return or repatriation of cultural artefacts during the last 2 years

 

B

1

In relation to any council owned/funded/overseen venues: for arts, music, or other cultural activities:

What has been done to ensure racial and LGBT inclusion?
All such cultural services delivered, part-funded, or otherwise supported or delivered on behalf of the Authority,  fully comply with all UK and international legislation relating to equality and inclusion, including but not limited to meeting our Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) as defined by Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. 

What policies are in place with regard to referencing the use of the shape to certain groups or those with certain political views?

Use of venues by all individuals,  groups, and communities,  is informed by compliance with our Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) as defined by Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
