Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Household recycling and waste processing 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to receive the contamination rates for household waste processed by the council/local authority from April 2023 until the most recent available data update.

Primarily this should include how much household waste is taken for recycling purposes and then how much of this waste is in fact recycled. 

This should also include how much household waste is sent for incineration and/or landfill.

Answer:
Please see attached file for the contamination rate of the household dry mixed recycling. The file contains the calculated data for how much of the dry mixed recycling is recycled and how much is landfilled or incinerated. 

Please note that the dry mixed recycling is sent for processing at a large material recycling facility (Edmonton MRF) along with materials from many other sources, hence in order to calculate how much of the recycling collected in Leicester is recycled and how much is contamination, our contractor have used a combination of: data from the sampling of delivered recycling to the MRF to understand the composition of their recycling, the overall tonnage collected on a monthly basis and information about the output destinations from the MRF. Due to the variability between individual samples analysed for composition, in their calculations they use the average of the composition analysis of recycling delivered from Leicester from the previous financial year to ensure that the composition data reflects the nature of the recycling they collect.

In the attached, they have provided the data requested based on the annual composition data, as well as a line showing the contamination rate per month based on the sampling of the delivered Leicester recycling material.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
