Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: secondary school catchment areas 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act regarding secondary school catchment areas in Leicester.  
  
I request these data in the form of a table of street names/postcodes associated with each secondary school (csv or excel), or a file containing the catchment map shapes in any GIS vector file format (see below for details). My preference would be to receive a GIS compatible file, that would most easily feed into my research.  
  
By GIS vector file format, I mean a file which contains the coordinates describing the shape of the catchment area and can be used in GIS software. Examples of these formats would include (but are not limited to): KML, GML, MapInfo TAB, GeoJSON, ESRI Shapefile, Spatialite. I am happy to receive map files in any recognised vector format.  
  
These data are available, used here: Find schools in your catchment area (leicester.gov.uk). In addition, these data would be used to rank pupils in school admissions.    
I request information to the underlying data for a research project at the University of Bristol that will explore the relationship between school admissions priorities and equity in access to "good" schools.  

  

Please see this example for a similar successful FOI request: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/school_catchment_area_coordinate  

  

Please also note that some other Local Authorities make these data publicly available, like Hampshire, Nottingham, and York.  

  

Answer:

Please find attached, GIS secondary catchments for schools that have catchments.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
