
 
 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000  
 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s 
response to your questions is shown below. 
 
You asked: 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request some information in 
relation to the work the council has been doing to design its own council tax 
benefit scheme and the new flexibilities on second homes and empty properties 
as set out in the Local Government Finance Bill.  
 
I am interested in what reductions in council tax benefit/support funding the 
council expects next year, whether the new flexibilities would cover the reduction 
in funding for other claimants, and how much the single persons discount costs 
the council. The exact information I want is set out below. 
 
Funding totals 
 
1. How much does the council expect to spend on council tax benefit in 

2012/13? (Please provide the figure for the council itself, eg. A figure 
which does not include amounts relating to any precepting 
authorities and so is comparable to the 2013/14 figure provided by 
DCLG in Annex A of its funding consultation 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/21466
44)  

Grant Share                                                        £m 
Treasury National spend estimate             3,697 
LCC Share                                                           22.4 

 
Spending                                                              £m 
Total 11/12 Spend                                               30.2 
Less 10% “efficiency” savings                             (3.0) 
Less Fire/Police                                                   (4.2) 
Expected Grant @ 11/12 (DCLG)                23.0 
Two year caseload increase (1% pa)            0.4 
Two years tax increase (3.2% & 2.5%)       _1.4 

                                                                                 24.8 
2. If the council has made a different calculation of the funding change 

between 2012/13 and 2013/14, what is the result of this calculation 
and how was it made? 

This is currently being modelled 

3. How much does the council expect to spend on single person’s 
discount in 2013/14? 

The total SPD for 2012/13 is estimated at £11,410,750  

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/2146644
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/2146644


 

 

Empty homes 
 
4. What is the maximum additional income the council would receive in 

2013/14 if it scrapped the discount on empty homes completely? 

Assuming a 0% rise, £2,504,998 

5. Is the council minded to use the new powers to change discounts on 
empty homes? 

Under consideration 

6. If yes to question 5, what change to the discount and what additional 
income does the council expect from this?  

Options under consideration, no decisions have yet been made 

7. If there is any extra explanation or context you’d like to provide 
about the scheme design, please do. 

See answer 11 

Second homes 
 
8. What is the maximum additional income the council would receive in 

2013/14 if it scrapped the discount on second homes completely? 

Assuming a 0% rise, £78,797 

9. Is the council minded to use the new powers to apply additional 
council tax to second homes? 

Under consideration 

10. If yes to question 10, what change to the discount and what 
additional income does the council expect from this? 

Options under consideration, no decisions have been made yet  

11. If there is any extra explanation or context you’d like to provide 
about the scheme design, please do. 

We will shortly be consulting on proposals for the CTS scheme, and 
information about these designs can be found at: 
http://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/ 

The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal 
use. Please be aware that any commercial or other use, for example publication, 
sale, or redistribution may be a breach of copyright under the Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988 as amended unless you obtain the copyright holder's prior 
permission.  
 



Not all the information that is supplied which is covered by copyright will be the 
Council's copyright, for example it may be the copyright of a government 
department or another Council. You should seek either the Council’s consent or 
their consent as appropriate. The Council is willing to advise you of any such 
potential issues on request.  In order to make a request to re-use the information 
please contact the Information Governance Manager using the details below.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to:  
 
Information Governance Manager 
Information and Support 
Leicester City Council 
FREEPOST (LE985/33)  
New Walk Centre  
LEICESTER LE1 6ZG  
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk  
 
Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 
40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request 
received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute 
discretion. 
 
You can also complain to the Information Commissioner at:  
 
Information Commissioner's Office  
Wycliffe House  
Water Lane  
Wilmslow SK9 5AF  
Telephone: 01625 545 700  
www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk  
 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider 
appeals or complaints until the internal appeals and complaints processes of the 
public authority which is answering the request have been exhausted.  You are 
therefore advised to complain or appeal to the Information Governance Manager 
before contacting the Commissioner. 
 
 
 
 


