Freedom of Information Act 2000  
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Please tell me the total amount spent on councillors’ allowances and expenses in each of the following financial years:  a) 2014/15 b) 2013/14 c) 2012/13 d) 2011/12 e) 2010/11
Information we hold regarding Councillor expenses is on our website, which can be accessed by clicking on the below link.

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-wards/councillors-allowances
Totals are not worked out and as per the Freedom of Information legislation we are not required to create information in order to answer a request, as such this is information not held.
The information you have requested is already available in the public domain. Under section 21 of the FOI Act we are able to direct you to that which you can find at Leicester City Councils website.
2. For each year, please also give me a breakdown of the total spend on a) basic allowance b) special responsibility allowance c) travel d) carer’s allowance e) subsistence f) ICT allowance
We proactively publish details on our website, again by following the above link.   We do not pay an ICT allowance, members are provided with specified ICT equipment which remains the property of the Council.
The information you have requested is already available in the public domain. Under section 21 of the FOI Act we are able to direct you to that which you can find at Leicester City Councils website.
Anything you have requested with a narrower scope would take the request over the limit as we do not have that information in a reportable form. The Council does not have to respond to the request under section 12 of the FOI Act if it would take over 18 hours to provide you with the information.
This request would require us to look through 5 years’ worth of Councillor records, to see what type of expense was recorded.  If we looked at one expense claim per councillor per year, at approximately 5 minutes per record, this alone would take over 20 hours as we have 54 Councillors and a City Mayor.

Alternatively you could refine your request. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need help in doing that.
3. For 2014/15, please tell me the name of the councillor who received the most in allowances and expenses and the amount he/she received

This information can also be found by following the link provided above. 
The information you have requested is already available in the public domain. Under section 21 of the FOI Act we are able to direct you to that which you can find at Leicester City Councils website.
The legislation allows you to use the information supplied for your own personal use, or for journalistic purposes. If the information is a dataset (which does not relate to the environment), you may also use the information for commercial re-use under use under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance Manager
Information Governance
City Barrister & Head of Standards
1st Floor
16 New Walk
LEICESTER LE1 6UB 
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

Your request for internal review should be submitted to the above address within 40 (forty) working days of receipt by you of this response.  Any such request received after this time will only be considered at the Council’s absolute discretion.

You may also seek independent advice from the Information Commissioner at: 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 01625 545 700 

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
Please be aware that the Information Commissioner does not normally consider requests until the internal appeals process of the Council has been exhausted.  You are therefore advised to appeal to the Information Governance Manager before contacting the Commissioner.
