Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please note that the reference to art works should be taken to mean any item in a gallery or museum.

These items will include but will not be limited to paintings and or pieces of sculpture and or sketches and or drawings and or photographs and or lithographs and or manuscripts and or books and or pieces of furniture and or items of jewellery and or maps and or models.

Please note that I am not seeking the identity of any individual claimants.

1. Is the council responsible for any Art Gallery and or Museum within the city area?   Can you please identify these?
ANSWER:  Leicester City Council runs five museums as part of the Arts & Museums Service: New Walk Museum & Art Gallery (British and international fine and decorative art, natural history, Ancient Egypt), Abbey Pumping Station (historic property/industrial and transport), Newarke Houses Museum & Gardens (historic property/local history), The Guildhall (historic property/medieval local history), Jewry Wall Museum of Archaeology (historic site/local ancient history).
2. In the case of each gallery and or museum can the council please provide a full and complete list of art works which are suspected of being looted /spoliated by the Nazis.   This suspicion may rest on the fact that the works have an incomplete provenance for the relevant period.  Alternatively they may be on the list because of previous claims and or investigations    In the case of each art work can you please state the title and the artist.   In the case of each art work can you please provide a photograph or image?     In the case of each art work can you please state why it is on the list.  In the case of each item can you specify whether its currently on display.  In the case of each item can you please specify whether it was acquired by the Gallery and at what cost and from whom?
While research into the collections is inevitably an ongoing process, the Council has nothing within its museum collections which is currently suspected of being looted by the Nazis. All European fine art has been subject to retrospective research and any new fine and decorative art acquisitions with incomplete provenances for the period 1933 to 1945 have been subject to Art Loss Register searches.

A summary can be found here:

http://www.collectionstrust.org.uk/collections-link/cultural-property-advice/spoliation/non-national-museums-and-galleries/leicester-city-museums.

Images of the relevant oil paintings can be found via the BBC Your Paintings website, with those in the German Expressionist category also found on the service’s dedicated mini site:

http://germanexpressionismleicester.org/
No items have been subject to a previous claim.  

See: http://germanexpressionismleicester.org/leicesters-collection/collecting-policy/  for a full statement concerning Leicester Arts and Museums Service’s policy on this subject.
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, e.g. as it is already in the public domain.
3. Are any of the works on any of these lists currently the subject of an active claim by an organization (s) and or individual and or family who believe the works may be looted.  If the answer is yes can you please state the name of the work and the artist.  Can you specify whether the claim is by an individual and or family and or art institution and or overseas organisation.
No

4. During the course of the last two years have any of the aforementioned galleries and or museums given up and or returned arts works and or paid out compensation on the grounds that those works were looted and or spoliated by the Nazis.   If the answer is yes can you please provide details.    Please do include all art works irrespective of whether they were ever on the aforementioned list.   In the case of each item can you specify the title of the work and the artist.   In the case of each work can you specify whether it was returned.   In the case of each work can you specify whether compensation was paid.  In the case of each work can you specify the level of compensation.  In the case of each art work can you please specify the relevant gallery and or museum.   Can you state the works are still held by the relevant museum and or gallery.    Can you please include those works which are about to be returned or may be the subject of a successful claim for compensation.

No
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council
Legal Services

1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

