Freedom of Information Act 2000 - SWOBS (Small Waste Oil Burners below 0.4MW or 0.4MW to 3MW)

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoI) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) I would like the Council to provide the following information and answer the following questions.

1. How many licenses (part B permits) for the running of SWOBs, are currently operating in your area?
38

2. Are you aware of any SWOBs that are currently unregistered or have you faced issues with failures to register in the past? What actions have been taken, in general, to deal with unlicensed SWOBs in the past? 

We are not aware of any unlicensed SWOBs within Leicester City Councils boundary.  Historically, when SWOBs being operated without a permit have been discovered the operators have been required to apply for a permit and also pay a fine for operating without a permit.

3. Are sites operating SWOBs usually visited before granting a licence?
Yes

4. Are licences regularly renewed and are sites revisited upon renewal of a licence?
Permits are not renewed once they have been granted.  Operators pay an annual subsistence fee to the Council for their permit to operate the SWOB.  This annual fee and the inspection frequency is determined by the risk-rating achieved by the operator from the most recent inspection.  

Permits need only be varied if the legislation or process guidance changes, or if there is a change to process operations at the business (for example a permitted SWOB is replaced by an operator with another make/model).

5. Are the majority of SWOBs recorded fan assisted or is this information not recorded/requested when applying for a licence?
The make/model and rated thermal input of the device is required on all applications for a permit to operate a SWOB.  To the best of the officer’s knowledge all of these devices are fan-assisted.
6. Does the local authority promote the permitting of SWOBs to encourage operators to apply or does the authority simply leave the matter to an operator’s discretion to apply?
The onus to apply for a permit to operate a regulated process is on the operator.

However, in 2012, a generic letter was sent to all MOT and vehicle repair garages in Leicester to remind them of their responsibilities under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010.  This letter stated that both the operation of a SWOB and vehicle re-spraying activities using over 1 tonne of solvent required permitting under these Regulations.  The onus was then on the operator to apply if they were in contravention of this legislation.

Most of the permitted SWOBs in Leicester were discovered by the Council rather than the Council being approached directly for a permit by the operator

7. When operators state on their permit application they intend to only burn their own waste oils, are they required to vary their permit before burning waste oil from third parties?
The permit to operate a SWOB does not allow the burning of waste oil from third parties  Process Guidance Note 1/1 applies to burning only ‘own arisings’ .  If any used oil is brought onto the premises then the provisions of PG1/2 should be applied.  This would require a permit to be issued for a full Part B activity

8. How often if at all are checks performed on emissions from SWOBs to ensure they meet requirements or are operators required to monitor emissions themselves?
Emissions will be visually observed during a routine inspection by an officer of the Council.  Operators are required to monitor emissions as described in the ‘model / simplified permit’ for this process (Process Guidance Note 1/1, Section 9 Outline Permit, 9.4 & 9.5)
9. Does the authority carry out any environmental impacts assessments to study the contribution of SWOB emissions to the local air quality, particularly PM10 and NOX concentrations?

No
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

