Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
1.How many former Independent Living Fund (ILF) recipients reside in your authority area? 
There were 55 ILF users and 54 of them received the transfer reviews from ILF

2. How many former ILF recipients have had community care assessments since the closure of the ILF fund? 

54

3. How many former ILF recipients who have had community care assessments have had their care packages reduced following the assessment? 

42

4. How many former ILF recipients who have had community care assessments have had reductions in levels of care package funding and/or support of under 10%? How many have had reductions of between 10 and 20%? How many have had reductions of between 21% and 40%? How many have had reductions of between 41% and 50% ? How many have had reductions of over 50%? 

	Cost Reductions
	No of Cases

	Under 10%
	9

	10% to 20%
	7

	21% to 40%
	8

	41% to 50%
	8

	Over 50%
	10

	Total
	42


5. What % of former ILF recipients, who have had a cut to their care package come from the following impairment groups: people with learning difficulties/disabilities; people with physical impairments; people with cognitive impairments; people with long term health conditions; people with mental health issues? 

	Support Needs
	No of Cases
	%

	Learning Disability
	24
	57%

	Mental Illness
	2
	5%

	Physical Disability
	16
	38%

	Total
	42
	100%


6. How many former ILF recipients who have had community care assessments were provided with independent advocacy as detailed in the Care Act 2014?
6

7. How much funding did your authority receive from the Department for Communities and Local Government for your INDEPENDENT LIVING FUND GRANT DETERMINATION (2015/16)? 
£727, 553

8. What was the quarterly spend on ILF payments to ILF recipients residing in your authority prior to the closure of the ILF at the end of June 2015? 

£288,296              

9. How is this funding being used? 
The funding is being used to support the Adult Social Care bottom line. In particular, this includes the additional costs associated with meeting the eligible care and support needs of those people whose needs were in part met by the Independent Living Fund

10. Are any former ILF recipients moving from their own home into residential care or supported housing following their community care assessment?

1 (into supported housing)

11. Have any former ILF recipients had support replaced with the use of incontinence pads as part of the reassessment process and if so how many?

None

12. Did your authority carry out an Equality Impact Assessment regarding the impact of the closure of the ILF and transfer of responsibilities to the Council including the decision whether or not to ring fence the transition funding? If so please send me a copy. 
Paragraph 1 of the Public Sector Equality Duty, Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, states that it is the responsibility of  “a public authority, in the exercise of its functions, (to) have due regard to the need to” eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations. 

The public authority responsible for the Independent Living Fund was the Government, and as such, the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) rested with it in regard to its proposed closure of the ILF. The subsequent legal challenges against the Government’s proposed closure of the ILP on PSED grounds, which were not upheld, confirm that it was the public authority responsible. (Local Government Lawyer, 9 December 2014, www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk)

Therefore it was not the responsibility of the Council to carry out an Equality Impact Assessment of the impact of the closure of the ILF. 

The transfer of responsibilities to the Council were as a result of the Government’s lawful decision to close the ILF and the arrangements the Government made, in keeping with its PSED, to ensure that ILF service users continued to have their needs met. 

The Council integrated these service users into its already operational service.  As there were no changes to the service’s assessment criteria nor programme or method of delivery, there was no need to carry out an Equality Impact Assessment as a result of the ILF service user transfer. 

Neither the Equality Act 2010, accompanying statutory guidance, nor Public Sector Equality Duty case law, requires public authorities to carry out Equality Impact Assessments. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

