Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Part 1:
A)  Accessibility Strategies

Please could you send me a copy of your Council's Accessibility Strategy, that complies with Schedule 10 of the Equality Act:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/10 
ANSWER:  
Please find attached a copy of Leicester City Council’s Education & Children’s Services Accessibility Strategy 2013 – 2016.
I can confirm that we also hold some junior officers names in the report. However we are withholding that information since we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000. 
B) Transport

Does your local authority's school transport contract include the provision of wheelchair-accessible coaches available to mainstream schools for trips?
Our transport fleet does not include coaches. It comprises 16 seater minibuses all of which are fitted with a tail lift for disabled access. Outside of core hours a limited quantity of these mini buses are available for hire by mainstream schools amongst others subject to availability. Upon receiving a transport request from the Special Educational Needs Service Manager, for home to school transport, we would commission whatever transport is appropriate for the needs of the service user.  We have a process in place whereby mainstream schools are able to hire our minibuses.

Part 2: Data

Please include responses to the following questions in respect of the state-funded secondary schools only, including academies and free schools.

1. What is the total number of secondary schools in your local authority area?
There are a total of 17 Main Stream Secondary Schools within Leicester City and an additional 7 Special Schools that cater for Secondary Pupil Educational Needs.

2. How many of these are:

a) RED. Not wheelchair-accessible - it would be impossible or very difficult for a wheelchair-user to learn alongside her/his disabled peers at the school, because, for example, all or most of the main buildings that have upper floors do not also have lifts OR there are an insufficient number of disabled toilets on site OR most of the main buildings and areas of the site are not accessible via level access or a ramp.  In practice a RED school would have difficulty timetabling teaching to allow several wheelchair-users to receive a mainstream education.

b) AMBER.  Partially wheelchair-accessible - a wheelchair user could follow a mainstream curriculum at the school, but a significant proportion of the site is upstairs and not accessible via a lift OR some main buildings do not have a disabled toilet OR one or more of the main entrances to your school has stepped access. In practice an AMBER school would have to undertake some rearrangement of the timetable to allow a wheelchair-user to receive a mainstream education AND/OR the child would have to take some circuitous routes around the site to reach teaching and recreational areas.

c) GREEN. Fully wheelchair-accessible - all (or at least 90% of) teaching areas are accessible to wheelchair users, there are lifts to upper floors where applicable, and disabled toilets are provided in all main buildings.  In practice a GREEN school would not have to rearrange the timetable to cater for a child following the mainstream curriculum who uses a wheelchair.
Please see table below for answers to question 2.
	School:
	Green/Amber or Red
	Area not accessible?
	School management plan of this area?
	Negative Impact to education? 

Yes/No

	Fullhurst Community College
	Green
	Floor 2
	Yes
	No

	Childrens Hospital School
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	West Gate School
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	
	
	
	
	

	Babington Community College
	Green
	Sports viewing balcony
	Alternative viewing spot
	No

	English Martyrs’ Catholic School
	Green
	1st floor of retained block
	Alternative classrooms on ground floor
	No

	New College Leicester
	Red
	Playing Field

North not usable
	Temporary – due to building works
	Yes

	Hamilton College
	Amber
	Sports Field
	Temporary – due to building works
	Yes

	Rushey Mead School
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Soar Valley College
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Ellesmere College
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Nether Hall School
	Amber 
	Sports Field
	No
	No

	Madani Schools Federation
	Green


	None
	
	

	Ash Field Academy
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	City of Leicester College
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Crown Hills Community College
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Judge meadow Community College
	Green
	None
	n/a
	No

	Moat Community College
	Green
	3nr DT rooms and ICT Lab on Mezzanine level
	Alternative rooms available on ground and first floor
	No

	Sir Jonathan North Community College
	Green
	Old Gym (but using temp ramp until new Gym is handed over as a temporary measure only. Handover due to take place next week.
	Additional temp access ramps in place for motorised wheelchairs as an interim measure.
	No

	The Lancaster School
	Green
	None
	n/a


	No

	St Paul’s Catholic School
	Green
	1st floor retained estate
	Alternative rooms available on ground floor


	No

	Keyham Lodge School
	Green


	None
	n/a
	No

	Millgate School
	Green
	1st floor retained estate
	n/a
	No


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council
Legal Services

1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

