Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
Freedom of Information request: FAO the social services department of Leicester City Council.

For each year of 2010 to 2014, and from January to March 2015, please provide me with information on:

1.  How many care orders, supervision orders and emergency protection orders were requested by Leicester City Council and how many of these were successfully granted;
	2010 
	120

	2011 
	126

	2012 
	139

	2013 
	177

	2014 
	73

	Jan to Mar 2015 
	29

	Grand Total
	664


664 new Care/Supervision Order files were created during the timeframe specified.  We do not have a reporting system that can identify the numbers of each type of order granted. For example, a case may have been opened as pre-proceedings and go on to a court application or it could have been opened as a care application but ultimately an application not made.  We also have no recording mechanism for whether orders were successfully gained after an application.  In order to answer your request staff would need to manually trawl through the 664 records created to gather the case specific information you’ve requested.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

2.   How many care orders, supervision orders and emergency protection orders have been converted into adoption orders by Leicester City Council;
Again, without trawling through all the case files we cannot provide figures for orders converted into adoption orders.  We are able to provide the number of adoptions for the time frame specified, however, these figures are for financial years.

	2009/10 
	20

	2010/11 
	25

	2011/12 
	20

	2012/13 
	30

	2013/14 
	40

	2014/15 
	25


3.  What the specific criteria that Leicester City Council uses prior to a request for a care order, supervision order and emergency protection order being made;
In relation to threshold, we consider s31 of the Children Act which sets out the threshold for public law orders and s38(2) deals with interim orders

4.  What processes are in place when a request for a care order, supervision order and emergency protection order is unsuccessful for the child/children and families affected by such orders, and;
Multi agency support and child protection as per the legislative requirements prescribed in the Government guidance, working together to safeguarding children 2015. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
5.  On how many occasions have expert witnesses, such as medical professionals and social workers, provided evidence on Leicester City Council's behalf in a family court in relation to each care order, supervision order and emergency protection order application?

Again, to gather the case specific information requested would require the manual trawl of all records held. This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If all of the information is not available for the specific time periods laid out, please provide what is available.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


