Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Clarification received 22/10/15:-
Further to my email of 16 Oct 2015 requesting information under FOIA about disposals of land and property interests to overseas companies (see below, attached), I would like to clarify my request.

I am also seeking information from your property management database about the granting of leasehold interests to overseas companies, as well as the disposal of freehold and leasehold interests to overseas companies.

I would like to offer my sincerest apologies if this was not clear in my original request.

To be 100% clear, I am not requesting information about the current ownership of land and property which is available from the Land Registry upon payment of a fee, but rather information held by your authority about land and property transactions with or involving overseas companies.

Although it is not my responsibility to give instructions on how or where this information can be found, in the interests of transparency and disclosure I would like to offer some guidance in this regard.

Your IT or property management department should have the expertise and ability to be able to filter their background database for only those records mentioning a certain keyword or keywords.

The country/territory of incorporation or registration of a purchaser or lessee will in all likelihood be listed in a separate field of data, usually under a heading such as 'Address'.

To that end, I include attached to this email a list 226 countries and territories I would like searched.

I would therefore be grateful if you could write a script and return the requested information in respect of all of these keywords.

If it will incur no additional time or expense, I would also be grateful for the requested information in respect of the last decade rather than the past three years. Or else as far back as your digital records allow - I am content to leave the final time frame at your discretion.

Original request:

I would like to request information under FOIA about the direct disposal by the council of land and property interests where the purchaser is an overseas company.

By ‘overseas company' I mean any body corporate either legally incorporated in a foreign country or registered to or providing an address in a foreign country.

I would be especially interested in this information in respect of the three calendar years from January 2012 up until the date my request was lodged. However, I will be grateful for the requested information in respect of a narrower time frame if this would help to make release of the information more manageable for you within cost/time restrictions.

1. Please can you advise me how and where information is stored about the purchasers of council interests in land and buildings, in particular the names of any IT databases or paper-based filing systems used and how they can be filtered or searched to reveal direct disposals to an overseas company?
ANSWER:  The majority of our files are recorded on our Case Management System Solcase at least for identification purposes. However this does not mean that all of the data from files has been placed on the system – Certainly in respect of older (i.e. before the late 2000’s) where the majority of our records are still on physical files, and this would mean that all physical files relating to the subject would need to be checked. We do have a search facility, by entering keywords we can search for information but as mentioned above all of the information is not recorded on there and we usually have our files listed by property address rather than by purchaser/other party. This means that in order to ascertain the identity of the purchaser in most cases, we would need to inspect the file. 
2. Please can you tell me how many land and property interests have been directly disposed of to an overseas company?

3. Please can you provide me with brief details of each disposal, in particular the date of disposal and address of the land/building, a link to the council report, or some other piece of information I can use to look this up myself?
As mentioned above the limitations we have in searching for this information. However, we have carried out a search on our database by entering all of the keywords and have found no overseas companies. 
To do a thorough search for the information requested above would take us over 42.5 hours. We would need to look through all of the files in that period to be able to identify the purchaser as being an overseas company. And as only some information is kept electronically, it is not comprehensive which would require us to manually go through physical files. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We estimate it will take 43 hours to process your request. This is calculated

                 5 Minutes x 510 Files ÷ 60 Minutes = 42.5 Hours

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to obtain, including any dates or period of time relevant to the information required. We do have a duty to advise and assist you in refining your request under s16 of the Act, so please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need help in refining your request.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council
Legal Services

1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 
