Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:
The council's document, "Privacy notice for children and young people in receipt of elective home education", states:

"The data we collect includes contact information, details of educational provision and characteristics such as ethnic group and special educational needs. The Department for Education make it clear that parents have a choice about how they provide information about their educational provision."

In respect of the "details of educational provision", please would you confirm:

a) what information is collected,
Leicester City Council seeks to have a discussion with parents who are educating their children at home about the education they are offering and keeps a record of the outcome of this discussion.  The Council is mindful that there are different models of education and that parental choice is paramount. 
However, case law has established that “we should not, in the ordinary case, regard a system of education as suitable for any child capable of learning such skills, if it failed to instil in the child the ability to read, write or cope with arithmetical problems, leaving it to time, chance, and the inclination of the child to determine whether – if ever – the child eventually achieved even elementary proficiency in those skills” (Harrison and Harrison v Stevenson 1982)
There are different ways to offer such learning, hence the preference to hold a discussion with parents about the way they choose to educate and what aspirations they hold for their children.

b) whether it is collected in respect of all home educated children or only in respect of those who appear not to be receiving a suitable education,
Leicester City Council chooses to start with an informal discussion with all parents who are identified as choosing to offer home based education provision.

Paragraph 2.6 of the Elective Home Education Guidelines for Local Authorities (2007) states:

Local authorities have a statutory duty under section 436A of the Education Act 1996, inserted by the Education and Inspections Act 2006, to make arrangements to enable them to establish the identities, so far as it is possible to do so, of children in their area who are not receiving a suitable education.

c) the methods by which it is obtained,
Parents can choose to meet with the EHE Adviser at home or meet at a neutral venue.  Parents choose whether or not the child is present.  Parents may, alternatively, submit a written report, including work samples and photographs. Some parents choose to provide information via written communication, by email or by telephone contact.

d) the format in which it is held (digitally and/or paper records),
It is held digitally on a secure LA system.
e) which department holds the information,
The information is held by the Learning, Quality and Performance Team, within which the EHE Adviser works. 

f) how the council uses it, and
We use this to demonstrate to Ofsted that home educated pupils in the city are in receipt of full time education suitable to their age, ability and aptitude and to any special needs they may have. 
g) the legal authority under which it is collected, held and used.
The legal authority under which information is collected, held and used is that stated in the privacy notice. The specific legislation mentioned is:
· Section 436A of the Education Act 1996 (inserted by the Education and Inspections Act 2006)

· Regulations 23 and 35 of the Representation of  the People Regulations (2001)

· The Health and Social Care Act 2012 sets out the responsibilities of Health and Social Care Information Centre, which includes the collecting, analysing and presenting of a range of health and social care data

Please would you also confirm when the privacy notice was last updated.

It was last updated in 2014. It should be reviewed annually, but this may not necessarily lead to an update of the document or require any change of wording. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 
