Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Empty Properties
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
“A list of the empty properties in Leicestershire.

My plan is to contact the landlord and try to understand the reason and then trying to help bring those empty property back to life.

There are many ways we can help the landlord either by helping them carry out the works and then renting them out and then getting paid, also I have contacts with property agents and property buyers who may want to buy them and then refurbish them to good standard before selling them.

I would to help the community and hoping by next year we could have some properties that were vacant and derelict back into nice homes.”
Answer:
We are unable to provide details of empty residential properties as we consider disclosing this information would make them a target of crime.  The information requested is exempt from disclosure under:

Section 31(1)(a): Prejudicial to Law Enforcement, which states:

“(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would, or would be likely to prejudice –
(a) the prevention or detection of crime.”


Disclosure of the requested information would be likely to have significant negative impact on the prevention of crime.  The Council considers there is a strong public interest in avoiding likely prejudice to the prevention of crime.  This therefore constitutes a refusal notice under section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  

However, if you are interested in purchasing an empty home, we have a list of people who are interested in purchasing empty homes and if you would like to be added to this list, all you have to do is provide your contact details i.e. name and address, mobile number, home and work telephone numbers and email address. 

The list gets circulated to empty property owners who are selling their properties or those who want to sell but cannot find a buyer.  The owners decide whether or not to contact anyone on the list.  If they do make contact then the Council does not get involved in the negotiations neither can it be held responsible for any dispute which may arise as a result, so all parties involved must satisfy themselves of the suitability of the other person before proceeding. 

If you wish to be added to the list then please feel free to forward your contact details by email to: emptyhomes@leicester.gov.uk.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


