Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
I am conducting some research into the issue of fuel poverty. It would be hugely helpful if you could provide the following information:
· Any data the authority holds on (i) the prevalence of fuel poverty in the area and (ii) the characteristics of the households affected 
· Details of any local programmes or initiatives intended to address the problem of fuel poverty in the authority (links to relevant web pages would be sufficient)
ANSWER:  
Leicester City Council does not hold address level data for households in Fuel Poverty in the city, but as a general guide we can provide the following information.
Prevalence of Fuel Poverty in Leicester

The most recent data available (2013) from the Department of Energy & Climate Change reports the following:
· Leicester’s total number of households = 125,643

· The estimated number of fuel poor households in the city = 20,810

· The proportion of Households in Fuel Poverty = 16.6%

Characteristics of Households in Fuel Poverty

Fuel poverty is currently assessed using the Low Income / High Cost definition (Hill Report 2012), rather than the 10% of income indicator.

Typical factors / characteristics include:
· Low Household Income

· Older person households and households suffering from disability or ill health conditions

· Inefficient Heating systems – typically band D appliances and lower

· Insufficient Insulation measures

· Built form of the property – Leicester has a many older properties (Victorian Terraced) with solid external walls and high ceilings

· Rising energy costs

Local Programmes / Initiatives to address problems of Fuel Poverty
· Leicester City Council Housing Capital Investment Programme includes for boiler replacements and heating controls upgrade packages for social housing.  Also provides match funding for loft insulation and external wall insulation programmes (in conjunction with CERT, CESP and ECO). 

· Energy Company Obligation (ECO) currently provides some funding to support improvement measures across all housing tenures.

· Npower Health through Warmth (HTW) provides funding for essential heating measures in households that are suffering from ill health. 

· Additional NHS Funding is provided in conjunction with Leicester’s HTW scheme

· Leicester’s “Ready to Switch” Collective Switching Initiative

· Leicester Landlord Energy Efficiency Fund (LEEF) to support measures in private rented accommodation.

· EU Investment Funding Programmes (when available to bid for)
Further information is available on the above on:

www.Leicester.gov.uk 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-report-of-the-fuel-poverty-review 
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, e.g. as it is already in the public domain.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council
Legal Services

1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

