Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Homelessness Placements
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
I am seeking information about the homeless households that apply as homeless to your council and for which your council accepts a duty to house (acceptances).

Please send me the following information:

Questions: 

1) How many homelessness households has your borough accepted a duty for in 2015 to date?

116 (up to 19/11/2015)

2) What were the five main reasons that households presented as homeless during that time (ie the five most common reasons for the loss of the last settled accommodation)?

1
Required to leave accommodation provided by Home Office as asylum support

2
Loss of rented or tied accommodation due to: Termination of assured shorthold

3
Violent breakdown of relationship, involving partner

4
Parents no longer willing or able to accommodate

5
Harassment, threats or intimidation (Other forms of harassment) JOINT WITH Other relatives or friends no longer willing or able to accommodate

3) How many of those households were placed in temporary accommodation in your borough? 

107

4) What were the most common areas in which those homeless households were placed in temporary accommodation in your borough?

Mowmacre Hill (Border House) & City Centre (Dawn Centre/B&B)
5) How many of those homeless households were placed in temporary accommodation outside of your borough? 

0

6) What were the most common areas outside the borough in which those homeless households were placed?

N/A - 0 were placed outside the borough.
7) How long on average have homeless households this year spent in temporary accommodation?

76 days (this average includes those that are still in temporary accommodation as of 19/11/2015).

8) In what sector are homeless households in your borough most likely to be found settled accommodation (ie in the private rental sector or in social housing). How many were found settled accommodation this year in the private rental sector and how many in social housing?

77 into social housing

2 into private tenancies, but these were sourced by the applicants themselves (not through our schemes)

9) Does your council provide a storage service for homeless households that are placed in temporary accommodation? If so, how long does the council provide that storage and how much does it cost?

Applicants can apply to rent a garage with the Council where their belongings can be stored securely. The rent for this is approximately £10 per week and it can be for an indefinite period.

10) Did housing benefit cover the full costs of temporary accommodation for homeless households this year or have some households had to pay costs towards that accommodation?

Housing benefit does not cover the full costs of temporary accommodation for some homeless households as there are ineligible charges that make up the costs (e.g. catered hostels). These costs the household need to cover themselves.
11) Does your council discharge its homelessness duty to the private sector? 

Under Section 206 (1)(b) of the Housing Act 1996, the Council discharges its duty to accommodate in to the private sector until the applicant receives their final offer.

Please note this is not the same as the full duty being ceased under Section 193 of the Act, when the final offer of social housing is made.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk .


