Freedom of Information Act 2000 – student accommodation
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
1. What number of properties are there in Leicester that are used as student accommodation? such as :

· Halls of Residence for both DeMontfort University & University of Leicester
· Independent Halls of Residence for both DeMontfort University & University of Leicester
· Private student housing (such as houses used as student bedsits)

Answer:
7,519

2. What funds have Leicester City Council spent for the benefit of both Universities and their associated accommodation?
The Council does not specifically record spending in this way.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

3. What services are provided by Leicester City Council for both Universities and their associated accommodation and at what cost?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information. 

The Council provides a range of services for which charges are raised.  There are some 51 receivable accounts, each of which would have to be reviewed in detail to establish whether any net cost had fallen to the Council.  A rough estimate of this is three hours per account.  No specific records are kept of any services for which charges are not made.  We estimate it will take around 153 hours to process your request in its current form.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to obtain, including any dates or period of time relevant to the information required.
4. What revenue does Leicester City Council receive that is generated

by both the Universities and their associated accommodation?  Including the Halls of residence for both Universities and the rest of the student accommodation in Leicester. 
De Montfort University - £354,632.05 (non-exempt business rates and council tax)

 

University of Leicester - £674,478.36 (non-exempt business rates and council tax)

5. What is the combined amount of Council Tax they are exempt from paying?

De Montfort University - £120,305.58
University of Leicester - £358,688.87

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

