Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
I would like to exercise my rights under the Freedom of Information Act to find out the following information:
The total number of planning applications you received in each of the following calendar years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. 

In each of the above years I would also like to know the following information: 

1. The number of applications that were major developments and the number that were ordinary applications 

2. The number of major development applications that received a formal decision within the statutory 13 week time limit

3. The proportion of major development applications that were initially rejected

4. The number of major development applications, including appeals, that took between 13 and 26 weeks to receive a final decision

5. The number of major development applications, including appeals, that took between 26 and 52 weeks to receive a final decision

6. The number of major development applications, including appeals, that took more than 52 weeks to receive to a final decision

7. The proportion of ordinary applications that received a formal decision within the statutory 8 week time limit. 

8. The proportion of ordinary applications that were initially rejected

9. The proportion of ordinary applications, including appeals, that took between 8 and 26 weeks to receive a final decision

10. The proportion of ordinary applications, including appeals, that took between 26 and 52 weeks to receive a final decision

11. The proportion of ordinary applications, including appeals, that took more than 52 weeks to receive to a final decision
ANSWER:  Please see the attached spreadsheet, which contains the numbers of total, major and non-major applications received during the calendars 2010 -2015 inclusive, as requested above.
Please note the following additional comments:

1)     You asked for the length of time taken to reach a final decision “including appeals” – the data provided here shows the time taken to reach a final decision. Appeals are processed separately by the Planning Inspectorate, which may start 6 months after a decision and this information is not recorded in our database, and therefore not included within the processing times given.
2)     The numbers in the various categories for “time taken to decision” may not add up to the total number of applications received in that year. This is due to the potential for an application to be withdrawn before all necessary documents/fees are received; meaning that it never reaches the “valid application” stage of the planning process. Also, later applications from the recent past may be still under process.
I would also like to know the number of full time and part time staff, whether permanent or casual, who currently work in your planning department and how that number has changed each year from 2010. 
Numbers as at the end of each financial year:

2010 – 53

2011 – 54

2012 – 53

2013 – 60

2014 – 65

2015 – 65

Present – 68

I would also like to know how many people working in your planning department have been formally disciplined or dismissed for misconduct since 2010, and in each case a summary of the reason. 

There were 2 disciplinary cases for which we cannot give the reason as the individual could be identified as there are so few cases.
I can confirm that we also hold the reasons for the disciplinary. However we are withholding that information since we consider that to be an absolute exemption under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council
Legal Services

1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester, LE1 6UB
E-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


