Freedom of Information Act 2000 – social housing
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:
1. How many social housing residential properties have been empty for more than 6 months? If possible state the reason why the properties are empty e.g. 'due to poor state of repair'. 
Answer: There are 34 properties which have been empty for 6 months or more. These are categorised as follows:

· 24 form part of an ongoing refurbishment project to improve safety in our Tower Blocks
· 4 are undergoing conversion
· 2 are awaiting supported living tenants
· 3 require extensive works
· 1 has been refused on numerous occasions
 
2. How many social housing residential properties are currently available and ready to move into? (categorise such as 1 bedroom flat, 2 bedroom etc.)
There are 58 properties which are currently ready to move into.  These are categorised as follows:

· 8 bedsits
· 18 one bedroom flats

· 12 one bedroom bungalows
· 5 two bedroom houses
· 1 two bedroom maisonette

· 3 two bedroom flats

· 10 three bedroom houses
· 1 four bedroom houses
3. How many people are currently on a waiting list for social housing and what is the average time somebody is on the waiting list for?
As at 04/01/2016 there were 10,747 households on the Councils Housing Register. The average waiting time for somebody to be rehoused would depend on the type and size of accommodation they need and their banding priority.

4. What is the most commonly requested type of property? (3 bedroom house, bungalow etc.) 
We only record the needs of a household on the Housing register and the size of accommodation they are eligible to apply for under the Councils choice based letting scheme. At 04/01/2016, 44% of the Housing Register required 1 bedroom accommodation. In 2014-2015 the property type that had the most lettings was a 1 bedroom flat which accounted for 624 out of the total number of 2,179 lettings.

 

5. Has the council got any plans to build more council homes and when is the building likely to commence? (categorise by type of property)
The City Council is looking into building a small number of additional council homes. The details on number, type(s) and start date are not yet known.

6. How many tenants are currently seeking rehousing? (Also state the number wishing to down size or increase size) 
As at 04/01/2016 there were 1,536 Leicester City Council tenants seeking rehousing from the total number of 10,747 households on the Housing Register of which 397 tenants were seeking to downsize and 607 tenants were overcrowded.

7. How many social housing / council tenants currently have applications in via the Right to Buy scheme?

As at the 31/12/2015 the current number of Right to Buy applications was 483.
8. How many properties were sold via Right to Buy in the last 24 months?   

In 2014/2015 financial year we sold 206 properties.
During the current financial year (2015-2016) we have sold 172 properties as at the 31/12/2015.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

