Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Thank you for your email of 24th February 2016 requesting information about looked after children. 

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
Statutory duties for local authorities aligned to the Children’s Act 1989.

Key performance indicators for Local Authorities. 
The questions below form a freedom of information act request to your local authority, and are based on statutory duties outlined in the documents below:

Document 1 - Promoting the education of looked after children-Statutory guidance for local authorities (July 2014):
1.   Section 2, Page 5. Does the Virtual School in your authority have a robust procedure to monitor the attendance and educational achievement of looked after children (that includes eligible children) their authority looks after?

2.   Section 5, page 6. What elements of looked after children’s (and eligible children) attainment and achievement are reported through the authority’s corporate parenting structures?

3.   As of the date of this request, does the Virtual School in your authority currently have a strategy in place that outlines how the educational achievement of looked after children will be enhanced? Yes or no

4.   Section 5, page 6. In the 2014-15 academic session what percentage of Personal Education

Plans (PEPs) produced, have been assessed as high quality and effective?

5.   Section 7, page 7. In 2015 how many fostering providers did your authority commission to deliver fostering services?

6.   Section 7, page 7, leading on from question 5,  how many of those fostering providers does the authority have a robust evidence base on, that clearly demonstrates that they prioritise the educational achievement of looked after children?

7.   Section 12, page 9. In the 2014-15 academic session, what measures did the Virtual School use to assess the impact of Pupil Premium funding for looked after children?

8.   Section 22, page 11. In the 2014-15 academic session, how many of the authority’s looked after children (aged up to 17), (that were in education), were educated in an educational institution judged as outstanding or good by Ofsted?

9.   Section 27, page 13. In the 2014-15 academic session, how many of the authority’s looked after children were excluded from school on at least one occasion?

10. In the 2014-15 academic session, how many of the authority’s looked after children aged 19-25, returned to education or training and were supported by the authority?

Document 2 - Promoting the health and well-being of looked after children, statutory guidance for local authorities, clinical commissioning groups and NHS England, March 2015:
11. Section 40 page 15. In 2015, what number of young people entered the care of your authority?

12. Section 40 page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your

authority had a statutory initial health assessment?

13. Section 40 page 15, In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority, refused to have an initial health assessment?
14. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority, had their emotional health assessed by a registered medical practitioner (a person qualified to assess mental health) as part of their initial statutory health
assessment?

15. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority, were assessed as needing support with their emotional well-being?

16. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority and were assessed as needing support for their emotional well-being, received a therapeutic intervention from a registered medical practitioner?

17. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority, had their mental health assessed by a registered medical practitioner (a person qualified to assess mental health) as part of their initial statutory health assessment?

18. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your authority, were assessed as needing support with their mental health?

19. Section 42, page 15. In 2015 what number of the young people that entered the care of your

authority and were assessed as needing support for their mental health, received a therapeutic intervention from a registered medical practitioner?

20. In 2015, what number of the total population of the authority’s looked after children received an intervention with the Child and Adolescent Mental Health service (CAMHs)?

21.  In 2015, how much did the authority spend on CAMHs provision?

22. How does the authority assess the impact of the CAMHs interventions delivered?

Document 3-The children Act 1989, guidance and regulations, Volume 3: planning transition to adulthood for care leavers. October 2014:
23. Section 4.4, page 34. How many former relevant young people have received a PA to support their education or training aligned to section 23C (3) (a) of the 1989 Act?

24. Section 4.5, page 34. How much has the authority spent in 2015 on expenses associated with employment for former relevant young people, section 23C (4) (a)?

25. Section 4.5, page 34. How much has the authority spent in 2015 on expenses associated with education and training for former relevant young people, section 23C (4) (b)?

26. Section 7.11, page 62. Does the authority have a joint protocol with your Housing department that outlines clear arrangements to offer care leavers preference to social housing, through the housing authority allocations scheme?

27. Section 7.12, page 62. In 2015, how many and what percentage of looked after children that the authority has responsibility for, were placed in bed and breakfast accommodation, aligned to section 23B of the 1989 Act, and regulation 9 (2) of the care leaver regulations?

28. Section 7.27, page 65. In 2015, how many looked after children have been placed in a staying put arrangement by the authority?

29. Section 7.30, page 66. In 2015, how much did the authority pay for a staying put arrangement, aligned to section 23CZA (4) of the Children Act 1989?

30. Section 8.8 and 8.9, page 78. Does the authority have a financial policy that outlines how they will support young people to enhance their life chances? Yes or no

31. Section 8.19, page 80. In 2015 how many of the authority’s care leavers were entitled to receive the setting up home allowance?

32. Section 8.19, page 80. In 2015, how many of the authority’s care leavers received the setting up home allowance?

33. Section 8.19, page 80. In 2015, what was the amount awarded to the authority’s care leavers for each setting up home allowance?

34. In the year 2015 how many of the authority’s looked after children were prosecuted with a criminal conviction?

35. In 2015 how many of the authority’s looked after children became teenage parents?

36. What is the authority’s current Ofsted rating for their Children Services (or new rating for the inspections of services for children in need of help and protection, children looked after and care leavers)?

Answer:
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


