Freedom of Information Act 2000 – under-occupancy charge
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked: 
*How many social sector homes are in your local authority?
Answer: There are approximately 21,200 Council owned properties let at any given time. In addition the Council manages about 230 properties for an Arms-Length Management Organisation, half-owned by the City Council. These figures do not include Housing Associations or Registered Social Landlords.

*Under the under-occupancy charge (the “bedroom tax”) how many social sector homes have been affected by housing benefits cuts?

When the “Bedroom Tax” was introduced in April 2013, there were 2,701 Council tenants affected. This number had reduced to 1,625 by the 1st January 2016. There were a further 785 Housing Association cases.

*How many people have had to be rehomed?

None. Rehousing is entirely voluntary. No-one “had” to be re-homed, and the Council would have no power to force people to move against their will.

In the financial year from April 2014 to March 2015, there were 182 lettings to social tenants (including Council, Housing Association and Registered Social Landlords) as a result of under-occupation. A further 26 mutual exchanges (tenants swapping their homes) resulted in “down-sizing.”

*How many people have appealed cuts to their housing benefit?

32

*How many people have appealed being rehomed?

None. Rehousing is entirely voluntary.
*How many people have successfully appealed cuts to their housing benefit?

0

*How many people have successfully appealed being rehomed?

None.  Rehousing is entirely voluntary.

*Under the government’s plans to give 20,000 people from Syria refuge in the UK, how many have been allocated to your local authority so far, if any?

To date, three families (in total 15 people) have recently arrived in Leicester as part of the city council’s involvement in the Government’s Syrian refugee resettlement programme. 

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

