Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
Just wanted to get some statistics about school fines before and after the rules were tightened for families taking their children on holiday during term-time.

Would you be able to provide the answers to the questions below?

1.       How many penalty notices for ‘unauthorised absences’ have been issued to parents of 5-16 year olds in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
2.       Of the penalty notices for ‘unauthorised absences’ how many were for unauthorised term-time family holidays in each of the academic years 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
	Numbers of PNs issued
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15
	2015/16 to 14th April

	Ongoing unauthorised absence – PNs issued
	129
	147
	202
	51

	Leave of absence PNs – PNs issued
	2,599
	2,585
	3,005
	2,563


3.       What is the total value of the fines issued  for ‘unauthorised absences’ of 5-16 year olds in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
4.       What is the total value of the fines issued for unauthorised term-time family holidays in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
	Value of fines issued
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15
	15/16 to 14th April 16

	Ongoing unauthorised absence 
	129 x £60/£120
	147 x £60/£120
	202 x £60/£120
	51 x

£60/£120

	Leave of absence PNs 
	2,599 x

£60/£120
	2,585 x

£60/£120
	3,005 x

£60/£120
	2,563 x

£60/£120


5.       How much has actually been collected of the fines for ‘unauthorised absences’ in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
6.       How much has actually been collected of the fines for unauthorised term-time family holidays in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?
	Value of fines collected
	12/13
	13/14
	14/15
	15/16 to 14th April 16

	Both types of fines together
	£130,630
	£136,903
	£178,380
	£141,600


Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We have a total figure for fines however; this information isn’t broken down into the types requested.  To provide a further breakdown would require the manual trawl of all fines issued for the 4 year period specified.  
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

7.       How many parents have been taken to court under section 444 of the Education Act for irregular attendance in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16?

	Prosecutions under s444
	12/13
	13/14
	14/15
	15/16 to 14th April 16

	All cases taken under s444 Education Act 1996
	326
	432
	370
	255


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester  
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

