Freedom of Information Act 2000 – waste management   
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following information. 

You asked:

1 Has your council historically segregated waste at your Material Recycling Facilities/transfer stations? 
Answer: Yes
2 In a situation over the last ten years where material has been sent to landfill either directly by yourselves or by third party waste management companies, has the council tried to minimise its cost by segregating and supplying material such as soil, stones, bricks and generally inert material which qualify for the lower rate of tax thus saving the council a great deal of money? 
Yes

3 If the answer to question 2 is affirmative can you supply details of tonnages, charges per tonne and the Waste Management Companies who you worked with? 
Leicester City Council has a 25 year PFI Integrated Waste management Contract with Biffa Leicester. The contract includes the collection, recycling and disposal of household waste.  The residual waste is treated by the contractor’s MBT plant which separates out plastic, paper, metal and organic waste by size and density.  Any soil in the residual waste would go to the contractor’s Anaerobic digestion plant.  Inert waste is separated out at this facility and attracts the lower rate of landfill tax.

Waste types are also separated at the City’s Household Waste and Recycling Centres.
Charges per tonne are not available as the material belongs to our contractor once it has been collected and it is their responsibility to recycle or dispose of the material.  Therefore this part of the letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 
