Freedom of Information Act 2000 – conversion of public space to resident gardens and private parking 
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the following information. 

You asked:

I would like all information regarding planning, consent and conversion of the public space to resident gardens for the block that I live in and also all documentation regarding the conversion of the green space of Ontario Close to private parking for selective residents. Here's a link to map of the area. https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Ontario+Cl,+Leicester+LE1+2JE/@52.6416002,-1.1259191,145m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x4877611af366974d:0xfd67b5bd5715c330!8m2!3d52.6416434!4d-1.1257823 I want to see who authorised it and under what rules was this work carried out.

Answer: 
This is a piece of Housing land. There was no planning permission sought to convert it to parking spaces by Housing. The work was completed by City Highways on behalf of the Housing Department.

Many minor works undertaken by the council don’t need permission but the nature of these proposals are such that in this instance permission is required. We are keen to regularise the planning permission situation and intend to submit an application for retrospective permission as soon as possible.
Throughout this estate and many others there is a demand for additional parking. Several other plots have been converted on St Matthews to the satisfaction of residents.
Prior consultation with the residents of the buildings adjacent to the space was completed with the majority in agreement with the development. Parking spaces will be allocated shortly to prioritise those on the close where there is a car registered at those addresses.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
1st Floor, 16 New Walk
Leicester 
LE1 6UB
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

