Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the following information. 

You asked:

I am researching the impact of Local Council Tax Reduction Schemes (LCTRS) on council tax collection and require certain information.

I would like to know (in order of priority):

1. The total number of:

  - reminders issued;

  - final notices issued;

  - court summonses issued;

  - liability orders issued;

  - attachment of benefit arrangements made;

  - attachment of earnings arrangements made; and

  - enforcement agents employed;

in relation to your collection of council tax for each financial year since (and including) 2012/13
Answer: 

	
	Reminders Issued
	Final Notices Issued
	Court Summons Issued
	Liability Orders Issued
	Attachment of
	Enforcement Agents Employed

	
	
	
	
	
	Benefit
	Earnings
	

	2012/13
	48171
	11738
	18390
	14315
	3783
	4379
	9631

	2013/14
	69799
	16956
	28516
	22201
	9262
	4976
	11260

	2014/15
	64430
	17142
	25670
	21345
	8199
	4493
	12126

	2015/16
	60333
	16512
	24674
	20301
	9466
	4462
	11755


2. If possible please provide the council tax collection rate, among LCTRS recipients only, for each financial year since 2012/13. Please present this collection rate as a percentage of the total council tax liability for LCTRS recipients. If possible please also provide the council tax collection rate, among Council Tax Benefit (CTB) recipients only, for 2012/13.

	Financial Year
	Rate

	2012/13 (CTB only)
	 Not available

	2013/14
	80.65%

	2014/15
	90.23%

	2015/16
	90.54%


2012/13 figures are not available.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

3. If possible please provide the average council tax bill for someone on the full council tax reduction available under LCTRS (or CTB) for each financial year since and including 2012/13.

94% of our caseload lives in a Band A or B property. They would pay a minimum of 20% from 2013/14, Council Tax charge for the year are as follows:

	
	Band A
	Band B
	Band C
	Band D
	Band E
	Band F

	
	Single 
	Couple
	Single 
	Couple
	Single 
	Couple
	Single 
	Couple
	Single 
	Couple
	Single 
	Couple

	2013/14 
	£
148.39
	£
197.85
	£
173.12
	£
230.83
	£
296.78
	£
395.70
	£
420.44
	£
560.58
	£
667.76
	£
890.34
	£
915.08
	£
1,220.10

	2014/15
	151.23
	201.64
	176.43
	235.24
	302.46
	403.27
	428.48
	571.30
	680.53
	907.37
	932.58
	1,243.43

	2015/16
	154.24
	205.65
	179.94
	239.93
	308.47
	411.30
	437.01
	582.68
	694.07
	925.43
	951.63
	1,268.18


2012/13 figures have not been included in the above table because we are unable to calculate the average Council Tax charge for CTB claimants, as the majority of CTB households received 100% CTB award.
4. If possible please provide the number of appeals that have been taken to the valuation tribunal relating to your application of LCTRS (or CTB) for each financial year since and including 2012/13.

2012/13 – 0

2013/14 – 1

2014/15 – 1 

2015/16 – 1 (this one is listed to be heard in September 2016)

5. Does your LCTRS scheme incentivise work? If so how?

All work incentives present in the default and previous Council Tax Benefits schemes are maintained – these include earnings disregards (allowing claimants to receive more income under their calculated needs allowance from earned that unearned sources), and Extended Payments of Council Tax Reduction, allowing for additional awards where long-term benefit claimants are able to move into employment.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk 
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor, Rutland Wing

City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester
LE1 1FZ

e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
