Freedom of Information Act 2000.
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:

Could you please state

1. What is your current Fostering Allowance Payment Scheme

a) What is it called

Fostering allowance.

b) How do you calculate an individual’s payments

Age bands for the child; accreditation scheme; Contract Care Scheme

c) Please provide details of your payment rates in table format

	Age of Child
	Level 1 – basic age related allowance
	Level 2 – basic allowance plus accreditation fee of £50
	Level 3 – basic allowance plus accreditation fee of £100
	Level 4 – basic allowance plus accreditation fee of £180

	0 – 4
	£252
	£302
	£352
	£432

	5 – 10
	£278
	£328
	£378
	£458

	11 - 15
	£318
	£368
	£418
	£498

	16+
	£370
	£420
	£470
	£550


2. How do the payments relate to the skill level of the carer and how do they progress to a higher allowance

Accreditation is based on training undertaken; positive feedback regarding skills evidenced in the placement; Foster Home Review.
3. What skills levels/allowances are available to Connected (Kinship) Carers and to a Carer with a Special Guardianship Order/Residence Order/Child Arrangement Order

Carers receive the Fostering Allowance; Special Guardianship Order (SGO) & Residence Order (RO) previously LAC receive the allowance minus the Child Benefit.

4. Are your fostering allowances based on the skills of the carer, the experience of the carer, the age of the child or another criteria
Fostering allowance is based on age of the child; the accreditation payment is based on skills and experience of the foster carers.
5. What Training to you offer to your Foster Carers
A regular and ongoing programme throughout the year.

6. Is this different to the Training you offer to Connected (Kinship) Carers
a) If yes, how does this differ

Kinship carers can take up all training offered to foster carers, additional support days specifically for kinship carers are also provided.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

