
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – banding of dwellings for Council Tax purposes
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:
For the financial years 2014/15 and 2015/16, as well as the current financial year please state for each year the following information – 

·       How many proposals have you made to the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) requesting that dwellings comprising non self contained accommodation (e.g. bedsits) which have one banding as a single dwelling should be re-banded so that each unit of accommodation should be separately banded. 
Answer:
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We issue on average 75 to 100 reports to the VOA on a weekly basis quoting one of the 14 codes for the reassessment.  Code CR05 relates to those properties needing a split or to be merged.  To provide details of those properties that are merged, we would have to run a report to filter the relevant reconstitution code and then manually go through the notes on each record to check if this is a split or a merger. We estimate it will take approximately 260 hours to process your request. This is calculated as:

Taking the lower average figure of 75 reports per week, this would be 3,900 reports per year.  To trawl through each record, at 2 minutes per record equates to 130 hours for each year.    
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

·       In how many cases were such dwellings re-banded as a result.
N/A
·       In how many cases, instead of making a proposal to the VOA, have you requested the VOA to investigate a dwelling in question containing non self contained units banded as a single dwelling to be re-banded so that each individual unit is separately banded. 
Nil

·       In how many cases following such a request referred to in the previous paragraph has re-banding taken place?

N/A 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall, 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

