You asked:
·         How many people received a personal budget allocation from your local authority in each of the following financial years – 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16? 

Answer:
2013-14 – 4,975 Service users*

2014-15 – 4,534 Service users**

2015-16 – 4,673 Service users***

* Source RAP 2013-14 – figure based on service users receiving Community Based Services as defined in the RAP statutory return collection. Includes both long term/short term support. 

** Source – SALT statutory return 2014/15 - figure based on those service users receiving Long Term Support only.

*** Source – SALT statutory return 2015/16 - figure based on those service users receiving Long Term Support only.

NB – 2013/14 figure cannot be compared to the later years as this is based on a different cohort of individuals receiving community based support. This return did not distinguish between those receiving short term/long term support as defined in SALT in later years. Both 2014/15 and 2015/16 is based on those services users who received Long Term Support only.

Definition of Short / Long Term Support

Short Term Support is seen as preventative support such as Reablement service, ongoing low level support (e.g. item of assistive equipment), Short Term other (support provided for a time limited period).

Long Term Support encompasses support provided with the intention of maintaining quality of life for an individual on an ongoing basis.

·         Individuals have a right to challenge the council on the sufficiency of the indicative personal budget or the final amount. How many times did individuals challenge the council on these grounds in each of the following financial years - 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16?

The figures below incorporate those complaints where although there may not have been a specific reference to insufficiency of an indicative budget or the final amount, challenges were made following the outcome to a care needs assessment and for which the individual expressed a view that their needs would not be fully met with a proposed reduction in care.

Challenges in 2013/14 – 1

Challenges in 2014/15 – 1

Challenges in 2015/16 – 13

·         For each year, how many of these challenges were successful? 
Successful challenges in 2013/14 – 0/1

Successful challenges in 2014/15 – 0/1

Successful challenges in 2015/16 – 3/13

·         How much does your council propose to save through reviews of care packages or personal budget allocations in 2016-17 and 2017-18? Please also provide a link to your council’s cost saving proposals for adult social care in 2017-18. 
The Council has proposed to save £1.5m through the review of care packages in 2016/17. The Council proposes a further saving of £600k in 2017/18. The following is a link to the Council’s Budget Strategy for 2016/17, which also considers the impact on future years.

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/documents/s73799/13724MNCAP%20-%20General%20Fund%20Revenue%20Budget%202016-17%20-%20Report%20to%20Council.pdf
·         Has your council applied any deflators to your resource allocation system in the following financial years - 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16? If so, please detail the percentage of the deflator applied and in which circumstances (for example, I’m aware some councils automatically apply a deflator where people live in shared accommodation).

An iterative approach has been adopted to improve the accuracy and efficacy of the Resource Allocation System (RAS) that has been operated by the Council. This has resulted in numerous changes to the allocation mechanism over the 3 years:
· increasing in areas where the RAS was consistently under-allocating;

· reducing where allocations were higher than necessary to meet eligible needs;

· annual changes to reflect inflation on the cost of services. 

The Council’s RASs over the 3-year period have all allocated based on the needs and outcomes of service users. The only deflation that applied was where family members, friends or other organisations were meeting some/all of the person’s eligible needs (and were capable of continuing to provide this support):
· 35% deflator where a person received some of the support they needed 

· 65% deflator where a person received most of the support they needed

· 100% deflator where a person received all of the support they needed  

No deflation applied where a person was in shared accommodation.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

