You asked:
Please can you provide me with a spreadsheet with all the residential properties that have been sold by Leicester City Council since 1980? Can the spreadsheet contain: address of the property, date sold, price paid and name of purchaser (if a company or other corporate body)? If this is not possible, can I visit the council to inspect paper records showing the same?
Answer:
The Council sold a total of 5,625 residential properties since 1980.  The council only holds information of properties sold since 2006. Information prior to 2006 is held in archived paper files.  To access information from the archives would exceed the appropriate limit under the Act.  An estimate time to collate information from 3,800 archived files, at an approximate time of 25 minutes per file, would equate to 950 hours. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

Attached, please find the list of properties sold since 2006.  All the properties were purchased by individuals. 
The Right to Buy files are not available for public inspection.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall, 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

