You asked:

· How many Gypsy and traveller transit, residential/permanent, and Travelling Showpeople sites are there in Leicester city, and at which locations?
Answer: 

3 permanent Gypsy and Traveller sites - Meynells Gorse (Golf Course Lane), Redhill Nook (Thurcaston Road), Greengate Nook (Greengate Lane) and one Showpeoples site at Bath Street.  No transit sites.

· How many pitches does each of these sites have? - So, approximately how many people does each site accommodate?

Gypsy and Traveller permanent pitches 37 in total – 21 at Meynells Gorse (currently 61 residents including children), 10 at Redhill Nook (currently 24 residents including children), 6 at Greengate Lane (currently 18 residents including children).  Showpeople plots – 19 at Bath Street (unknown number of residents).

· Have any future, potential sites been identified - if so, where are they and for how many pitches/people?

No future sites identified.

· Does the council currently have an official plan for Gypsy/traveller site provision? - If so, when was it created?

The Council currently has an adopted Core Strategy that sets out future Traveller site need.  This will be replaced by the new Local Plan which will take into account revised need predictions from the shortly to be completed Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment.

· How many more transit, permanent and Travelling Showpeople sites are currently needed in Leicester city, and by when?

Last Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment (GTAA) was undertaken in 2013.  This identified the following need:

	Time period
	Permanent
	Transit
	Showpeople

	2012-2017
	35
	Up to 20
	5

	2017-2022
	19
	
	2

	2022-2027
	22
	
	2

	2027-2031
	21
	
	2


Since 2012, 16 additional permanent Gypsy and Traveller pitches have been developed, reducing the 5 year need to 19.

However, this GTAA was produced prior to the new 2015 Planning Policy for Travellers Sites, and consequently uses the old definition of ‘Traveller.’  A new GTAA is therefore being undertaken jointly with the Leicestershire districts and is expected to be completed early in 2017.

· Since March 2012, how many new transit, permanent and Travelling Showpeople sites have been created, and for how many pitches/people?

Both Greengate Nook (6 pitches) and Redhill Nook (10 pitches) have been developed since 2012 (both public sites developed by the City Council).  Meynells Gorse has also been completely refurbished and remodelled since this time (again, City Council owned and run), although no new capacity has been created.

· Since March 2012, how much money has the council received in Traveller Pitch Funding to build new traveller sites?

The Council received a Homes & Communities Agency grant of £1.44m of Traveller Pitch Funding towards the cost of developing two new permanent sites: Redhill Nook and Greengate Nook.

· Since March 2012, how much money has the council spent trying to deliver new transit, permanent and Travelling Showpeople sites, and what exactly has this money been used to fund?

The total cost of developing the new permanent sites (Redhill Nook and Greengate Nook) was £2,082,056.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
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