You asked for:
1. a. Are you the local authority that is responsible for the collection of household waste for recycling/reuse/compost [henceforth referred to collectively as recycling] in your area?
Yes.

1. b. If yes, please specify the percentage and weight of all waste collected in your area that was collected for recycling in the years 

1. b. i. 2014/15 and 

1. b. ii. 2015/16?
	Regulation 6 states: 6 (1) Where an applicant requests that the information be made available in a particular form or format, a public authority shall make it so available, unless— 



	(b) the information is already publicly available and easily accessible to the applicant in another form or format. 


This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user. 

The following link may be useful:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/env18-local-authority-collected-waste-annual-results-tables
	

	

	


1. c. of the household waste that was collected for recycling, please specify, if known, the percentage and weight that was plastic in

1. c. i. 2014/15
We collect plastic for recycling in our dry mixed recycling (DMR) collections. In 14/15 a total of 16294 tonnes of DMR was collected. Analysis of the DMR showed the plastic content to be 17%, i.e. 2770 tonnes.

1. c. ii. 2015/16
From 2015/16, the information on the contents of the DMR was reported to WDF in line with DMR sampling results received from the MRFs on a monthly basis. Collected tonnage of ‘co-mingled materials’ are reported in Question 58 and the amount of plastics contained in that material was reported under the new Question 100. The information can be accessed from there. Again regulation 6 (1) (b) is applicable; the information is already publicly available.
1. d. If no to 1.a., please specify the local authority that is/was responsible for collection in your area.
Not applicable.

2. a. Did you record how much of the waste sent for recycling was actually recycled in

a. i. 2014/15 and 
Yes. We reported that 97% of the collected DMR was recycled which is in line with the DMR composition data provided to us from our contractor, Biffa. 

b. ii.  2015/16
Yes. We reported the proportion of the DMR that was recycling in line with the new MRF sampling data provided to us from our contractor, Biffa. 

2. b. If yes, please specify the percentage and weight of the waste sent for recycling that actually ended up being recycled in

2. b. i. 2014/15 and

2. b. ii. 2015/16 
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user.
2. c. If known, please specify the percentage and weight of plastic sent for recycling that actually ended up being recycled 

2. c. i. 2014/15 and
Plastic is not collected as a separate waste stream, only as a constituent of DMR. See response to your question 1. c. i. above – that response is based on reported composition of the DMR containing 17% plastic and 3% non-recyclable contamination. 

2. c. ii. 2015/16 
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user.

2. c. If known, please specify the percentage and weight of waste collected for recycling that was sent to landfill/incineration in

2. c. i. 2014/15 and
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user. Please refer to Question 58. 

2. c. ii. 2015/16 
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user. Please refer to Question 100.

2. d. If no to 2.a., please explain why you do not monitor or enforce the reporting of your waste sent for recycling that is actually recycled. 
Not applicable.

 

3. a. Was any of the material you collected for recycling sent abroad for processing in the following years and if so what percentage and weight in

3. a. i. 2014/15 and
We do not hold that information for 2014/15, therefore, reg.12 (4) (a) is applicable, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
3. a. ii. 2015/16?
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user. Please refer to Question 100.

3. b. if known, please specify the percentage and weight of the waste sent abroad that was plastic

3. b. i. 2014/15 and
We do not hold that information for 2014/15, therefore, reg.12 (4) (a) is applicable, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

3. b. ii. 2015/16?
This information is reported to DEFRA via WasteDataFlow (WDF) and can be accessed from the WDF website as a public user. Please refer to Question 100.

3. c. i. if known, please specify the percentage and weight of recycling material that was sent abroad was actually recycled in the years

3. d. i. 2014/15

3. d. ii. 2015/16
This information is not held by Leicester City Council, therefore, reg.12 (4) (a) is applicable in this instance.

 

4. Please specify the names of all subcontractors you paid to manage your recycling in any form and the value of those contracts in

4. a. 2014/15 and

4. b. 2015/16 
Leicester City Council is in a contract with Biffa Leicester who collect, recycle and treat all Leicester City’s household waste. We do not pay any sub-contractors or get any value from sale of recyclates. 

 

5. Do you, the local authority, accept that your declared recycling rates in the years 2014/15 and 2015/16 could be an overestimate as they do not account for the material rejected 

Our recycling rate is compiled using the data provided by our contractors and internal teams. Audits are made on an ad-hoc basis to verify the accuracy of the data and process. We receive information on waste composition and rejection levels for recyclates processed at our contractor’s MRF.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

