You asked for:
Freedom of Information request: use of section 20 Children Act 1989 voluntary accommodation

This is a request, made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, for information held by your local authority.  The department holding this information is that which has lead responsibility for dealing with ‘looked after’ children.

Please provide the information that your local authority holds regarding the following:-

Section A: Overall S20 population 

a) How many looked after children were in the care of your local authority under section 20 Children Act 1989 as at:-

(i)   31 March 2014;

(ii)  31 March 2015;

(iii) 31 March 2016;

(iv) 31 October 2016?

Please find responses to each question on the attached spreadsheet with the exception of question 3b and 7. 

b) Of these, as of each date, how many were unaccompanied asylum seeking children?

c) As at 31 October 2016, how many of the unaccompanied asylum seeking children who are looked after under a section 20 Children Act 1989 arrangement have been looked after under section 20 for:-

(i)   less than 1 year;

(ii)  1 to 2 years;

(iii)  2- 3 years;

(iv)  longer than 3 years.

Section B: Questions about accommodated children who are NOT unaccompanied asylum seeking children

The rest of these questions apply to looked after children in the care of your local authority under a section 20 Children Act 1989 arrangement, who are NOT unaccompanied asylum seeking children.

1.            As at 31 October 2016, of the looked after children in the care of your local authority who are voluntarily accommodated under a section 20 Children Act 1989 agreement, how many were placed in:-

(i)            unrelated foster care - excluding foster for adoption foster placements;

(ii)           foster for adoption foster placements;

(iii)          friends and family foster care;

(iv)         the care of a parent; 

(v)          residential care?

2.            As at 31 October 2016, of the looked after children in the care of your local authority who were voluntarily accommodated under a section 20 Children Act 1989 arrangement how many were:- 

(i)            under 1;

(ii)           1-4 years;

(iii)          5 -9 years;

(iv)         10-15 years;

(v)          16 and over?

3a)          As at 31 October 2016, of the looked after children in the care of your local authority who were voluntarily accommodated under a section 20 Children Act 1989 arrangement, how many had become looked children since 1 April 2015? 

3b)      Of those children, how many were subject to:-

(i)            care proceedings at the time the arrangement began; or  

(ii)           a pre-proceedings (PLO) process during which parents are entitled to free, independent legal advice at the time the arrangement began; or

(iii)          no legal process at the time the arrangement began?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The information requested is not held in a reportable format. This data, if held, would be recorded on an individual’s case file and would require the manual trawl of each service user’s record.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

4a)          How many foster for adoption (s.22C(9A)-(9C) Children Act 1989) placements were initiated by your local authority during each of the following periods:-

(i)            25 July 2014 to 31 March 2015;

(ii)           1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016; and 

(iii)          1 April 2016 until 31 October 2016?

4b)     In any of these cases did a placement involve more than one child?

4c)          How many of the children placed in foster for adoption placements initiated by your authority since 25 July 2014 were: 

(i)            newborn to 6 weeks;

(ii)           6 weeks to 6 months;

(iii)          6 months to 1year;

(iv)         1 year  to 2 years; and

(v)          2 years to 3 years.

at the time that they became looked after?

5a)          How many of the foster for adoption placements initiated by your local authority since 25 July 2014 were for children looked after pursuant to a section 20 Children Act 1989 voluntary accommodation agreement?

5b)     Of these, how many were subject to:-

(i)            care proceedings at the time that the fostering for adoption placement began; or 

(ii)           a pre-proceedings (PLO) process (during which parents are entitled to free, independent legal advice under regulation 5(1)(e) of the Civil Legal Aid (Financial Resources and Payment for Services) Regulations 2013) at the time that the fostering for adoption placement began; or

(iii)          no legal process at the time that the fostering for adoption placement began?

5c)          In relation to children subject to a foster for adoption placement initiated by your local authority since 25 July 2014 who are looked after pursuant to a section 20 Children Act 1989 voluntary accommodation agreement, how many were aged:

(i)            newborn to 6 weeks;

(ii)           6 weeks to 6 months;

(iii)          6 months to 1year;

(iv)         1 year  to 2 years; and

(v)          2 years to 3 years.

at the time that they become looked after?

Section C: Short break provision

6a)          As at 31 October 2016 how many children in your local authority area receive short break or respite care provided under section 20 Children Act 1989?  

6b)     Of those, how many are children with special needs/disabilities?

Section D: Policy/good practice 

7.        Please confirm whether your local authority has any of the following:-  

(i)            a written policy relating to the use of section 20 voluntary agreements with parents and others with parental responsibility;

(ii)           written guidance for social workers in the authority about the use of section 20 voluntary agreements with parents and others with parental responsibility;
(iii)          a template form of written agreement for parents regarding entering into a section 20 Children Act 1989 voluntary arrangement?

7a.   Please provide a copy of these documents.
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means and is already in the public domain.

 http://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/user_controlled_lcms_area/uploaded_files/1.4%20%20%20Pre%20proceedings%20protocol%20from%20Designated%20Family%20Judge%20Jan2016.doc
http://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/user_controlled_lcms_area/uploaded_files/1.4%20%20%20Section%2020%20Practice%20Guide%20from%20Designated%20Family%20Judge.doc
http://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/p_dec_look_aft.html
Please find responses to each question on the attached spreadsheet with the exception of question 3b and 7. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

