You asked:

I am specifically looking for detail regarding spend and contract renewal in regards to the now devolved Community Care Grants awarded to welfare recipients for their furniture and white goods needs. This service is now regularly referred to as the Local Welfare Fund or the Discretionary Social Fund.

I would be grateful if you could provide me with the following detail to assist me with my endeavours:

What was the Local Authorities’ annual spend on domestic furniture for the last financial year?
Answer: Total 2015/16 spend on furniture: £219,909.42
What was the Local Authorities’ annual spend on White goods for the last financial year?
Total 2015/16 spend on White goods: £103,925.25 


What is the predicted Local Authority spending for this financial year?
White goods - £83,996.75

Furniture - £39,542.75


What is the predicted Local Authority spending for the next financial year?
White goods - £83,996.75

Furniture - £39,542.75


Which organisation currently holds the contract to deliver:
 
Residential/domestic furniture?

LeicesterShire and Rutland Reuse Network (LRRN)


White goods?
LeicesterShire and Rutland Reuse Network (LRRN)


When is the contract for this provision due for renewal?

May 2017

What is the standard cost to the Local Authority for the specific furniture and white goods items?
In this instance the Council will not be making disclosure of the requested information. 
In this case, the Council has considered the Public Interest Test for and against disclosure.  In favour of disclosure, it is considered that the release of the requested information to the wider world would demonstrate transparency of purpose and show value for money in respect of the public funds the Council spends to procure these goods.  

The argument against disclosure is that disclosing the prices the Council pay for goods and services could compromise any future procurement process and would prejudice the commercial interests of the supplier involved.  The Council has exercised its duties under the Code of Practice made under section 45 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, has consulted with the provider involved and has outlined the specific factors against disclosure below:  
· The prices referred to are specifically negotiated by Leicester City Council with the supplier and represent the supplier’s model for charging; and 

· Those prices reflect certain symbiotic relationships (involving Waste and Welfare issues) and should not be understood to be the basis of any other commercial arrangements elsewhere; in addition

· These prices do not merely represent the cost of the goods supplied but also incorporate the supply of services by the provider; 
· If is likely that if the provider’s suppliers were to know of the prices it would damage their ability to procure goods at best value;
· Likewise if other potential customers of the provider’s services were to know of these prices it would harm the provider’s ability to negotiate sales arrangements appropriate to their specific situation;
· The Council is mindful that the provider represents local third sector organisations, whose constitutions require them to serve local communities while any surplus generated by the provider must be available to feed back into member charities.  The Council feels it is appropriate to support local enterprises providing these services and on this occasion feels that that disclosure of the requested costs to the wider world would be prejudicial both to those interests but also to the Council’s wider interest in support of local voluntary enterprise.

This therefore acts as the statutory refusal notice required by section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because of the reasons contained in FOIA section 43.2 – the disclosure of this information would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the authority) holding it.

Who is the main contact for procurements of this nature?
Caroline Jackson 

Please provide email and telephone number.
E-mail:  csg@leicester.gov.uk 
Telephone No:  0116 454 1019

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

