You asked:
1) Parks budget in each of the last three financial years, in real terms.

Answer: Leicester City Council manages the whole of the green open space as one budget which also includes Parks and housing and highway land. We are unable to break down this spend as requested. Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

However, we can provide you with the overall budget as mentioned above, which is as follows:-

The NET Budget in 2014/15 is £7,001k

The NET Budget in 2015/16 is £4,367k

The NET Budget in 2016/17 is £4,123k (as at Period 10)

2) For each of the last three financial years, how many commercial bookings have been made for each park, and the total number of days this equates to. And how many of those have led to a park, in whole or in part, being closed to the public - unless they pay.

2014/15: Three events amounting to 26 days of parks being in use and 13 days where the majority of the park was closed to the public. One event led to a partial closure for 13 days.

2015/16: Seven events over 51 days and none of the parks were fully or partially closed off to the public during these events.

2016/17: Five events over 20 days and none of the parks were fully or partially closed off to the public during these events.
3) What minimum standards does the council have in terms of park and green space maintenance, security, access, etc., and how many parks and green spaces fall below those standards?

There are no formal minimum standards to which parks and green spaces are managed, each site is assessed based on its features and land content and an appropriate standard of maintenance applied.

Q1a
The Leicester City Council’s Green Space strategy can be located on the Councils website at the following link: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/using-our-parks/greenspace-strategy/
Although the Strategy is titled 2009 – 2015 this is the current version pending publication of the Councils local Plan anticipated later this year.

Q2a
The City Mayor consults with the Friends of Parks and Allotments Societies on the annual budget strategy for the Council. Budget strategy for parks and open spaces was consulted with the public via grass cutting and pruning trials.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

