You asked:
1. In the last three years, how much money has your council paid out in compensation following personal injury claims, and work related accident claims?

Please break down by total amount for the last three financial years (2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17 so far).

This request relates to the year the compensation money was paid out, even if the incident occurred in a previous year.

Answer:

2014-15 - £487,123.66 
(Employers Liability £156,974.52 – Public Liability £330,149.14)

2015-16 - £439,143.96 
(Employers Liability £156,153.86 – Public Liability £282,990.10)

2016-17 - £288,402.63 
(Employers Liability £157,880.24 – Public Liability £130,522.39)

2. Broken down for the same financial years above, please state the amount paid in legal costs relating to personal injury claims - including those where cases were unsuccessful. Please also break down these costs by legal firm. This relates to the year the money was paid to the firm, even if the incident or conclusion of the case occurred in an earlier year. 

2014-15 - £792,222.90 
(Employers Liability £278,383.53 – Pubic Liability £513,839.37)
2015-16 - £575,356.15 
(Employers Liability £170,686.20 – Public Liability £404,669.95)
2016-17 - £440,713.66 
(Employers Liability £129,030.76 – Public Liability £311,682.90)

To provide you with a break down of data by legal firms would require a manual trawl through every record to check and collate the information.  We estimate that this would take approximately 21 hours.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

3. For each successful case (where a claimant was awarded compensation for a personal injury or accident at work), please state:

·       The year the money was paid out

·       The total amount of compensation money paid

·       The total amount spent on legal costs relating to the case

·       The type of injury, where it occurred (e.g. council building, school, etc.) and how it occurred

·       Whether the claimant was a staff member, or member of the public

We estimate it would take approximate 21 hours to manually collate and check the data requested.  This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

