Freedom of Information Act 2000 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations Act 2004

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
I am seeking the following reports, which are written following the declaration of an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and submitted to DEFRA for approval: 

•             2011 Air Quality Action Plan Progress Report
Please find attached.

•             2013 Air Quality Action Plan Progress Report

•             2014 Air Quality Action Plan Progress Report
There are no reports for the above 2 years. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
The following exception is also applicable under the Environmental Information Regulations, reg.12 (4) (a) Leicester City Council does not hold the information requested.

At this time work commenced on a new AQAP, Air Quality Action Plan 2015 – 2026.  This document is attached and was adopted in 2015.
•             2016 Air Quality Annual Status Report
Please find attached.

•             Updating and Screening Assessment 2012
Please find attached.

•             Updating and Screening Assessment 2015
Please find attached.

If any of these reports are unavailable, please state why.

I would also like to know:
•             The number of staff working on air quality in Leicester each year since 2011? Please express this in terms of full time equivalent (FTE). If there has been a change in staffing levels, please could you state the reason for the change.
Up to 2014 air quality monitoring was carried out as part of the Pollution Team within Environmental Services.  This team carried out a number of different functions from which the air quality expenditure cannot be disaggregated; therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, information prior to 2014 is not held.

The following exception is also applicable under the Environmental Information Regulations, reg.12 (4) (a) Leicester City Council does not hold the information requested.

In 2014 the function moved to Transport Strategy with two permanent members of staff and two contractors dealing with air quality monitoring.  The air quality area is currently being reviewed.
•             The amount of money spent on air quality activities in Leicester – including monitoring and reporting – each year since 2011. If there has been a change in the amount of money spent, please could you state the reason for the change.
It is not possible to calculate the amount of monies spent on air quality activities as they are highly diverse ranging from walking / cycling to the purchasing of electric vehicles.  Our Air Quality Action Plan 2015-2026 illustrates many of these activities.  However, approximately £150,000 per year has been spent on the monitoring and reporting of the air quality network within Leicester since 2014. This includes the maintenance of the five air quality monitoring stations, the Airviro Modelling Software and one meteorological station.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 
