Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked for:
1. In FY 16/17, how many Right to Buy (For Right to Buy, please include Preserved Right to Buy and Right to Acquire) applications did the Authority Admit (Housing Act 1985, S124)?
612 Right to Buy (RTB2) applications admitted in Financial Year 16/17.

2. In FY 16/17, how many Right to Buy applications did the Authority Deny (Housing Act 1985, S124)?  If possible, please provide the information for properties transferred from London Borough of Bexley.  If not available, please provide for all former London Council stock you now own."
5 RTB2 sent within FY 16/17 denying the applications (reasons such as Insufficient Qualifying Period/Tenancies Years, Denied Elderly and Not Principal Home.  
Leicester City Council has no properties transferred from London Borough of Bexley or any other London Council stock.
3. If the Authority requests applicants to complete a supplementary form as part of the process to check eligibility:
Anti-Money Laundering Forms plus Identity and Residency Documentation. 

3.1  In its answers to the questions above, how has the authority counted applications where the supplementary form is not returned or returned incomplete:

a) denied (and included in the number denied above), or 
We do not deny applications on the basis that they have failed to complete the Anti-Money Laundering Form nor supply the supplementary evidence regarding identity & residency. We assist the applicants to provide the information required or liaise with their legal representatives prior to completion.
b) classified as withdrawn or pending, (no decision and not included in the above)

See (a) above – not applicable. 
c) the authority made a decision from the information available (and included in both admit/deny above)?  For clarity, answer is a) if the authority decision is to deny because the applicant has not returned a satisfactory supplementary form.
See (a) above – not applicable. 

3.2 In FY 16/17, for how many Right to Buy applications did the authority decide because the supplementary form was not returned or incomplete?  This question is to clarify the answer to question 2 to ensure consistent interpretation between authorities.  
See (a) above – not applicable. 

4.  In FY 16-17, what was the total cost of penalties for the Authority failing to serve notice within the period specified (Housing Act 1985, S124)?
Nil.  

5.   What was the total cost of surveys and valuations to the Authority for the RTB in 16/17, and for how many surveys?  If the Authority uses an external surveyor, which company?
The anticipated expenditure in 2016 -17 is: £78,516. This includes the costs of all associated surveyor costs, including abortive visits, energy performance certificates, additional plans and the actual valuations.  
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The number of surveys completed is not held in a reportable format. This data, if held, would be recorded on each Right to Buy case file or would be detailed on invoices received from our provider.  Both search types would require the manual trawl of records.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will far exceed the appropriate limit.

We use an external local supplier; Readings Property Group Limited. 

In the questions below, please supply the following information for FY 16/17, which should be on the same basis as that provided in FY 15/16 and published at https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/local-authority-housing-statistics-data-returns-for-2015-to-2016
1.       In FY 16-17, how many RTB applications were received? (Tab B Sales and Transfers, columns F)
704 Notice Claiming the Right to Buy (RTB1 forms) received FY 16/17

2.       In FY 16-17, how many dwellings were sold through the RTB scheme? (Tab B Sales and Transfers, columns G)
446 sold FY 16/17 
(Sales Apr 16-Mar 17: 33, 57, 32, 39, 39, 41, 45, 34, 25, 37, 28, 36)   

3.       In FY 16-17, what is the total value of dwellings sold through the RTB scheme? (Tab B Sales and Transfers, columns H and I)
Selling Price: £18,016,111.00            Discount Allowed: £17,745,389.00
4.       In FY 16-17, what was the Average weekly rent on an actual basis (Tab H Rent and Rent Arrears, column H ( Social Rent))?

Average weekly rent on an actual basis= £74.02. Average weekly rent per dwelling on a standardised 52 week basis (2 decimal places) = £71.18. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

