Freedom of Information Act 2000 – ERDF and ESF funding
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:
I am interested to find out about plans for projects run by the council/local authority which were planned to be funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF). 

I would like to find details of any plans or applications for funds from the ERDF and ESF- their status as at 23 June 2016 and outcomes since.

For this, please could you provide me with:

1. Details of any applications for projects under either fund which were in planning or application stage as at 23 June 20116. Including details of:

- specific projects with their planned postcodes or coordinates.

- Was it a new project or the continuation of an existing project?

- How much money was requested from the fund?

- What percentage of the total required funding was to be from ERDF or ESF funding?

- if possible the Priority Axis the project falls under

Answer: 
ERDF

1)
The LLEP Business Gateway New project falls under PA-3: SME Competitiveness and has requested £750,000 ERDF with average running cost of £475k per year.  50% ERDF, across Leicestershire.
2)
Technical Assistance new project ERDF £315,204. This will need to be 50% match funded (£315,205) with core-funding from the LLEP bringing the total project value to £630,409, across Leicestershire
3)
New Collaborate Project, securing £3.1m ERDF with intervention rate of 42% under PA3 supporting businesses across Leicestershire.  As at 23/6/17 this was awaiting approval.
For other projects, this detail is not held by ourselves but by DCLG who are the Managing Authority.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

ESF

1) New ESF Technical Assistance (TA) (this comes out of the UK’s TA budget held centrally) with a total project cost of £850,000, 50% ESF across Leicestershire

2) New NEET Support (ESF £2,454,500 / SFA Opt-in) -Prospects Leicestershire is the lead organisation with Leicester City Council as one of the sub-contractors.  The total project covers support across Leicestershire.

2. Details of any plans/ applications which have been a. rejected, b. delayed since 23 June 2016

specific projects with their planned postcodes or coordinates.

- Was it a new project or the continuation of an existing project?

- How much money was requested from the fund?

- What percentage of the total required funding was to be from ERDF or ESF funding?

- if possible the Priority Axis the project falls under

Any drafts budgets/ plans for where alternative funding for these projects will come from

No applications have been rejected since June 2016.  In terms of delays we were waiting for 1 tender to be launched which was in relation to the Employment Hub under Priority axis 2.2, an outline expression of interest was then submitted in January 2017.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

