Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Children’s Act 1989
Your request for information has now been considered. 

You asked:
Policies
1. Do you have any guidance or policy documents or other such written material in respect of undertaking assessments and providing support pursuant to section 17 of the Children Act 1989 to families with no recourse to public funds (including documents specific to this issue, or of more general application but covering this issue)?

2. If yes, please provide us with a copy.

3. Do you have any guidance or policy documents or other written material in relation to “Zambrano” carers (including documents specific to this issue, or of more general application but covering this issue)?

4. If yes, please provide a copy.

5. Please provide me with a copy of the local protocol for child in need assessments – see the Working Together to Safeguard and Promote Children statutory guidance at paragraph 25 for the requirement to publish such protocol https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/592101/Working_Together_to_Safeguard_Children_20170213.pdf
6. Please provide a copy of your threshold document (see paragraph 18 Chapter 1 of the statutory guidance for the requirements to publish this document)
7. If there is an organizational chart or equivalent document for the NRPF team please provide me with a copy (NB: I would have no objection to the redaction of names)
8. Please provide any information sharing protocols or such documents that covers requesting and sharing information with credit reference agencies.
9. If a form is used to request information from credit reference agencies please provide a copy. If there is no form, please explain how these requests are made.

10. Please provide a copy of the consent form families are asked to sign when being assessed for support under section 17 of the Children Ac 1989. 

 

Training
11.  Do you provide training to staff members on the provision of support to people with no recourse to public funds?

12.  If yes, please provide details of how frequently such training sessions are run, which departments or teams attend and provide us with a copy of any training material provided during these courses.

13.  Have your staff members received training on Paragraph 10A schedule 3 of the Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002?

Requests for assessments and/or support
14.  Do you have a specific team that assists with requests for access to support from families with no recourse to public funds?

15.  What is the professional background of the staff who carry out child in need assessments for families with no recourse to public funds?

16.  Do you record all requests for s.17 support (whether made by phone or in person) even if no assessment is carried out?
17.  If yes, how many requests for an assessment were made by families with no recourse to public funds in the period between November 2016 and April 2017?
Answer:
20
18.  How many assessments in respect of families with no recourse to public funds requesting accommodation and/or subsistence support were carried out in the period between November 2016 and April 2017?
15 

19.  How many families were offered accommodation and/or financial support following such an assessment?
12
20.  In how many cases in which support was provided was the person a “Zambrano carer”
1
21.  In how many cases in which support was provided did the person have limited leave to remain with NRPF?

4 (including those on spousal visas) 

Judicial review
22.   How many judicial review pre-action protocol letters were received in respect of a refusal to assess and/or provide support pursuant to your duties under s.17 between November 2016 and April 2017?

23.   How many judicial review proceedings were issued against you received in respect of a refusal to assess and/or provide support pursuant to your duties under s.17 between November 2016 and April 2017?

24.   In how many cases where judicial review was threatened was support provided (either pre or post issue of proceedings)?

25.   What were your costs a) to your own legal department, and b) in party/party costs? Please provide a breakdown of pre- and post-judgment costs.

 

Financial subsistence
26.   Do you pay a set rate of financial subsistence to families with no recourse to public funds?

27.   If yes, what is paid?

28.   How has that figure been reached? E.g. is it by reference to Child Benefit rates, asylum support (section 4 or section 95 rates)?

29.   When was this level set?

30.   Who took this decision?

31.   Please provide copies of any reports, minutes, decision documents detailing the setting of this rate?

32.   If you do not pay a set rate of financial subsistence to families with no recourse to public funds, do you have any guidelines relating to rates of financial support? 

33.   If yes, please provide a copy.

Accommodation
34.   Please provide a copy of any policy or internal guidance or other written material relating to the allocation of accommodation to families with NRPF pursuant to s.17 (this includes any policies/guidance/written material relevant to the location of properties provided.)

35.   How do you guarantee the quality and suitability of the private landlords and accommodation providers you contract with in housing NRPF families under s. 17? 

Paragraph 10A Schedule 3 of Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 
36.   Do you have any guidance or policy documents or other written material in relation to Paragraph 10A schedule 3 of the Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002?

37.   If yes, please provide a copy. 

38.   Do you expect to see an increase in requests for support when Paragraph 10A comes into force?

39.   If yes, how do you plan to fund the probable increase in requests for support when Paragraph 10A comes into force?
40.   How will you manage the increase in requests for support in terms of sourcing accommodation and staffing?
41.   Which team in your Council will carry out assessments under Paragraph 10A?

Information with respect to Questions 1 to 16 and 22 to 41 is not held by the Council.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

