Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Council Tax 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following information.
You asked for:
On a postcode by postcode basis, over the last number of years (whatever you consider a reasonable span, I suggest 10, but if for some reason, this is unreasonable then whatever falls within reasonable boundaries, but certainly to this date), could you please provide the amount of lost council tax because of properties being vacant. Further to this, on a property by property basis can you please specify whether this property is council, private rented, or commercial. Beyond this, as well as this, but certainly beside this, can you provide a summary of these amounts by first part of postcode as well (i.e. LE1, LE2 etc.) alongside which property type they are or were (commercial, council, private)

Answer: 
Please see attached spreadsheet.  The values have been split for the reason below:
Prior to 1/4/13, councils were able to award a council tax exemption for up to 6 months for properties that were vacant.  

From 1/4/13 this exemption was abolished and councils are able to set their own discounts.  

Leicester City Council offers a 100% discount for one calendar month from the date when a property becomes vacant.

We are unable to specify whether a property is council, private rented, or commercial.  This information is not held on our records.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 
