Freedom of Information Act 2000 – extra payments to foster carers 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Please can you tell me whether foster carers are given extra money for the items/occasions below on top of their regular allowance or whether these things have to be paid for out of their regular allowance. Can you tell me the situation this year and on each of the last five years. 
If extra payments are given, please also tell me how much is paid for these items? If the amount varies, please let me know what the minimum and maximum payment is for each of the items.

On mileage. As well as the payment per mile please also tell me if carers can claim all mileage. If not please tell me the number of miles a foster carer has to drive before they can claim mileage if such an arrangement is in place. Please also tell me what type of journeys carers can claim for ie travel without the child to training; travel without the child to meetings; travel to contact meetings with birth parents; travel with the child to meetings with social services etc.)

Answer:

Please find table attached.
Regarding mileage
There is a payment of 0.349 per mile (there is no set number of miles a foster carer has to drive before they can claim mileage). The allowance should cover day to day family trips, medicals and school. Carers can claim for travel without the child to training; travel without the child to meetings; travel to contact meetings with birth parents; travel with the child to meetings; travel to school if the school is being maintained out of area for the child’s benefit.

If the child is to accompany the foster family on a holiday we will pay the equivalent of 2 weeks fostering allowance.  If this does not cover the cost of the holiday, we will consider an Additional Holiday Allowance.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

