Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

• How long somebody needs to be living in Leicester before they are eligible to apply for a council house in the city? 
Applicants to the Housing Register must meet the Leicester City Requirement (local connection) by satisfying at least one of the following criteria:

· Applicants living within the city of Leicester must be able to produce documentary evidence that they have used a residential address within the City as their settled home for 2 consecutive years immediately prior to their housing application*

· Applicants that have previously lived in settled   accommodation in the city of Leicester for 3 consecutive years or more out of the last 5 years *

· Applicants currently working within the city of Leicester and have been for the last 12 months

· People who are aged over 18 and approved as a homeless person under Part VII of the Housing Act 1996

· Applicants who need to give or receive support to direct family members who have been living in the city for the past 5 years.

                     Direct family members include husbands, wives, civil partners, 


parents, sons, daughters, brothers and sisters.

· Asylum seekers who have been dispersed to the City by the National Asylum Support service (NASS) and whose status changes to that of refugee, or who are awarded exceptional or indefinite leave to remain whilst living in the city

· Persons who have previously served in the armed forces and they make an application for housing within 5 years of their discharge

· Bereaved spouses and civil partners of members of the Armed Forces leaving service family accommodation following the death of their spouse/partner

· Prisoners released from prison who meet one of the above criteria prior to them entering prison  

· Applicants currently living in unsettled accommodation (e.g. a hostel) within Leicester City who can demonstrate they had previously lived in permanent/settled accommodation in Leicester City for 3 consecutive years or more out of the last 5 years from the last date of their last settled accommodation

· Council or Housing Association tenants who need to move for work related reasons

                * Hostels, Night shelters, ‘Care of Addresses’ & No Fixed Abode do not meet the requirement, as they are not classified as settled accommodation.

• Give me an estimation of how long it mostly takes somebody to get a council accommodation from the first day of their application. 
Average Waiting Times (Months) for those Rehoused in the 6 month period 01/04/2017 – 30/09/2017 (General Needs Accommodation):

	
	1 Bed
	2 Bed
	3 Bed
	4 Bed
	5 Bed
	6(+) Bed

	BAND 1
	3
	2
	2
	2
	-
	-

	BAND 2
	4
	23
	14
	25
	49
	62

	BAND 3
	8
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



• Please tell me how many people are currently on the council’s waiting list for council houses? 
As at 02/01/2018 there were 6269 households on the Housing Register.


• According to your records, what is the longest period that somebody has been waiting on the list for a council house in Leicester?
The oldest housing application currently on the Housing Register was made in 1981.  Applicants have to actively apply for properties under our choice based lettings scheme.
 
• Why it takes somebody to be on the list for many years and also tell me the ethnic background of that person who has been on the list for years and still continues to be on the list?
Only applicants who have bid for properties are considered for an allocation of accommodation and this is done according to their banding priority and the date of the award relative to other applicants who have also bid for the same property. 
The ethnic origin of the oldest dated applicant currently on the Housing Register is unknown as they did not wish to give this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
 
• Can you please also tell me the breakdown of the ethnic backgrounds of those who are now on the council’s waiting list?

The ethnicity breakdown of the Housing Register as at 02/01/2018:

	Ethnicity
	Grand

Total

	Asian
	2034

	Black
	910

	Chinese
	11

	Dual/Mixed Heritage
	102

	Ethnicity Unknown
	705

	Other
	120

	White
	2387

	Grand Total
	6269



You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

