Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

I am submitting this freedom of information request to find out the following information regarding elective home education. When I refer to 'children', I mean they are either de-registered from a school or have never been registered with a school. Please provide copies of all available documents, research and paperwork.

A) I would like to know which department within the local authority deals with elective home education?
The Education Performance Service, a part of the Department of Education and Children’s Services Department, has oversight of EHE in Leicester City.
 
1) I would like to know who is currently employed in this team, and who the team leader is. 
There is one (part time) EHE Adviser working in this area. 

2) I would like to know who they report to. 
The EHE Adviser is line managed by the Lead Adviser for Vulnerable Groups


Junior staff names are exempt from release under Section 40(2) of The Act as they are personal data. The Council judges that this personal data is being processed for the purposes of employment and that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair and lawful processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified and not incompatible purposes and this therefore acts as a refusal notice under s.17 of The Act.


3) What form of contact they use with families the first time they contact them.
Initial contact with families is made by the Education Welfare Service, in writing.

 
i) Please supply copies of policies and procedures used for elective home education, for staff use or supplied to Home educators.
Please find attached a copy of the current policy.

B) Has the LA made the team dealing with elective home education aware that there is no requirement to investigate a case or for the LA to seek to satisfy itself that a suitable education is being provided when they know the reason why a child has ceased to attend school? The specified reason being, parents have given legal notification to a school that they are educating otherwise than at school.
Local authority officers work to Leicester City Council’s policy in this area.  Please see the attached policy.

C) I would like to know how many children are currently known as being electively home educated in the local authority.
397 (350 of which are year 0-11).

D) How many pupils have been de-registered from school to be electively home educated? 
Please provide numbers for: July 2015, July 2016 and July 2017. Please categorise these into: 
- Children with no known SEN 
- Children with SEN 
- Children de-registered from special schools 
- Children with care plans 
- Children under services such as; CAHMS

	 
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Total
	24
	22
	30

	Non-SEN
	24
	21
	29

	SEN
	0
	1
	1

	Special school leavers
	0
	0
	0

	Students with care plans
	0
	1
	1

	Students with Involvements
	4
	7
	2


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

