Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

Please note that as a Local Authority, we contract with residential and nursing homes within Leicester to provide support to service user that we fund. This response therefore makes reference to these providers within our contracted portfolio only. We cannot provide data about non contracted providers as this information is not held by Leicester City Council.  This letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held.
• How many available spaces are there currently in the elderly care homes in your vicinity?
As at 16/02/2018, there were a total of 180 vacancies within our contracted portfolio of residential care and nursing care providers that focus primarily on support for Older People (aged 65 and over). There may be additional vacancies within homes in Leicester that we do not contract with, but we do not hold this data.


• What was the average weekly cost of elderly care homes in each of the calendar years of 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 and 2013? 
For those residential and nursing care home providers that we contract with, we pay on a banding system dependant on service user needs. Please see below a table that explains these bandings:

	Residential & Nursing Bands
	Banded Rate

(Per week)

2013/14
	Banded Rate

(Per week)

2014/15
	Banded Rate

(Per week)

2015/16
	Banded Rate

(Per week)

2016/17
	Interim Weekly Banded Rate 2.0% uplift

2017/18

	Band 1 – Older People
	£325
	£332
	£339
	£362
	£369.24

	Band 2 – Mental Illness/Drug or Alcohol Dependency
	£351
	£351
	£358
	£382
	£389.64

	Band 3 – Dependent Older People
	£391
	£391
	£399
	£426
	£434.52

	Band 4 – Learning Disability
	£398
	£398
	£406
	£433
	£441.66

	Band 5 – Highly Dependent People/Physical Disability
	£436
	£436
	£445
	£475
	£484.50

	Nursing Band – Accommodation & Personal Elements 
	£425
	£425
	£434
	£463
	£472.26


To note we are currently out to consultation on the 2017/18 rates. We initially uplifted them by 2.0% from 2016/17 rates (as per the table 2017/18 table above) but we are proposing to increase them further as per the table below.

	Residential & Nursing Bands 
	Proposed Weekly Banded Rate 
2017/18 

	Mental Illness/Drug or Alcohol Dependency 
	£413 

	Dependent Older People 
	£461 

	Learning Disability 
	£468 

	Highly Dependent People/Physical Disability 
	£518 

	Nursing Band – Accommodation & Personal Elements 
	£489 



• How many individuals applied for funding support to support their residency in an elderly care home in each of the calendar years of 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 and 2013?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

To be eligible for support, an individual must have an assessment and be found to have eligible needs. Although we can report on the number of assessments, we do not record at this stage of the process what type of service the individual originally requested support for (this will be recorded following the assessment).

To access this data would require the manual audit of case note files. Given that 7748 assessments were completed in 2016-17 alone (including all assessment types, including self-assessments etc), this would take approx. 1291.3 hours to complete for 2016-17 alone.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.



• How many individuals did you provide funding support to, so to aid residency in an elderly care home in each of the calendar years of 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 and 2013?
Below is the number of service users aged 65 or over that we supported in a residential or nursing home from 2014 onwards. Please note that we cannot provide this for the year 2013 as we changed our reporting system in April 2014 and data preceding this is not held.  This letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
	Total number of individuals
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	
	1744
	1617
	1599
	1538



• How many individuals funded their own residency in an elderly care home in each of the calendar years of 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 and 2013?

We only hold data relating to service users that we fund.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

