Freedom of Information Act 2000
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - electric vehicles
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Electric vehicles are being increasingly promoted as a low-carbon alternative to conventional combustion engine vehicles. Some English local authorities have therefore introduced measures to increase uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology (e.g. charging infrastructure) within their local authority area such as providing free parking for electric vehicle owners, procuring electric vehicles as part of the local authority fleet or mandating charging points as part of all new development. 

1a) What measures to date have been put in place by your local authority to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology by residents within your local authority area? Please provide details of each measure. 
Leicester City Council has installed 28 public sockets;

· 8 at Birstall Park & Ride

· 4 at Meynell’s Gorse Park & Ride

· 4 at Enderby Park & Ride

· 4 at Newarke St car park

· 4 at Dover St car park

· 4 at Centenary Walk car park
Local Plan Policy PS11 – ‘Protection from Pollution’, states; “proposals associated with alternative fuels and technology (such as refuelling and recharging infrastructure) will be supported.”
In current planning permissions, Leicester City Council recommends that new planning applications for more than 80 residences include electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
The Local Plan, including this policy is currently under review.

‘Healthier Air for Leicester’; Leicester’s Air Quality Action Plan (2015 – 2026) includes a series of actions to address air quality including Action 4 : To increase the uptake of ultra low emission vehicles by residents and business. https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/180653/air-quality-action-plan.pdf 
See answer to 2a concerning procuring electric vehicles for the council’s fleet.


1b) Are any future measures being considered by your local authority to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology by residents within your local authority area? If so, please provide details of each measure.

The Government’s Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) is running the On-Street Residential Chargepoint Scheme; whereby funding is available towards the capital costs of procuring and installing an on-street charge points. The Council is preparing to bid for these funds. A public call for potential on street charging sites was launched on 14th June 2018.  As part of this work the Council has introduced an electric vehicle page on its website; https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/environment-and-sustainability/air-quality/electric-vehicle-charging-points/. This includes a link to an online survey aimed at identifying public demand for on-street charge points. We anticipate that trial installations will take place during the Autumn of 2018. 

2a) What measures to date have been put in place to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology within your local authority fleet and amongst local authority staff? Please provide details of each measure.
In September 2015 the Council’s Fleet Board approved the phased replacement of 110 diesel vehicles with Ultra Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVs).  The City Council has purchased and been operating an initial phase of 15 electric vehicles (EVs) since 2016. Ten Nissan Leaf cars and five Nissan eNV200 vans were purchased; supported by 15 7kW chargers. These joined two Renault Kangoo vans purchased earlier. 
The City Council’s Car Salary Sacrifice Scheme encourages staff to make the change to electric, and see how much they can save driving a brand new electric car. Discounts are available on many models, as well as the costs of supplying and installing a charge point.

2b) Are any future measures being considered to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology within your local authority fleet and amongst local authority staff? If so, please provide details of each measure.

Plans remain in place as noted in 2a to progressively increase the number of electric vehicles in the Council fleet.
The council is purchasing an electric taxi to operate as part of its passenger transport fleet supporting elderly and vulnerable council clients.


3a) What measures to date have been put in place by your local authority to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology by businesses who are located within your local authority area? Please provide details of each measure.

As part of the Choose How You Move initiative, the Council administers the Sustainable Travel Grant for Business. In 2018/19, businesses can apply for grants of up to £5000 – on a match funding basis - to implement changes which encourage staff and visitors to travel by active and sustainable travel modes.  http://www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/advice/business/
3b) Are any future measures being considered by your local authority to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles and associated technology by businesses who are located within your local authority area? If so, please provide details of each measure.

Application pending for European Regional Development Funds. 
If successful, areas to benefit would be:

· Theme 1 – Business Engagement; changing employer and employee attitudes

o         Including grants for electric vehicles and charge points

· Theme 3 – Smart Low Carbon fleets
·  Electric taxi and infrastructure grants
· The council is purchasing an electric taxi to promote the take up with local operators through trials etc

· Conversion of the council’s park and ride buses to electric is being considered 

· A recent Clean Air Zone agreement with the bus companies operating in the area included encouragement for them to utilise electric buses.
4a) What planning measures have been put in place to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles within your local authority area? For example, do you require a set standard of EV charging spaces as part of a new residential or commercial development? Please provide details of each measure.

See answer to 1a.

The Council’s current standards for EV charging spaces is contained in Appendix 11 of the City Centre Car Parking Strategy Supplementary Planning Document, 2011. https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/179120/city-centre-parking-spd-march-2011.pdf 

This being the case, the exemption to disclosure contained at EIR 6 (1) (b) and FOIA Section 21 -Information Accessible to the Requester by other means apply.

4b) Are any future planning measures being considered to encourage, increase and/or aid the uptake of electric vehicles within your local authority area? If so, please provide details of each measure.

EV charging standards and guidance are currently being reviewed for inclusion in Leicester’s Replacement Local Plan.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

